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Mrs. E. Neville will read the Auras of Audience 
and give Messages. 
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Ргоргіеёгева. 
oard-residence, and Visitors to London re- 
ceived by Madame Duverge, 3, Taviton-street (Endsleigh 
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of admission to the lectures held in the Salon of the Royal Society 4 
British Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall, are sent to every Меш!» 
and one to every Associate. Members are admitted free to the Tus 
day afternoon s ces for illustrations of clairvoyance, and both Мез 
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ings for “Talk th a Spirit Control," and to the meetings of th 
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at the above address. 
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Associates can meet and attend seances for the study of psychic ph 
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read the special journals and use the library of works on Psychical an 
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A complete catalogue can be obtained, post free, for 1s., on арр 
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of £1 118. 6d. by Members or £1 1s. 4d. by Assaciates, will entitle s 
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By JAMES WARD. 
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64 pages. Stiff wrapper, 7d. net post free 
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NOTES BY THE 


WAY. 


The “Aden Focus,” for a copy of which we are in- 
debted to a reader at Aden, is a bright little newspaper, and 
well reflects the pluck and enterprise of those who dwell at 
that ontpost of Empire. 
а strong interest in the psychic side of things. 
“authentic ghost story” related by a Scottish 
L. R. Macrae, who tells of the appearance of the appari- 
tion of a man at a house in Scotland, the occupants of which 
had rented the place for the shooting season. The lady of 
the house one day saw a stranger enter the front door and 
walk into the drawing-room. ‘Thinking it was a guest of 
her husband, she followed him, only to find the 
empty. The mystery was afterwards cleared up— partially, 
at least by persons in the neighbourhood. ‘They recog 
nised the description of the stranger as that of the 
owner of the house, who after his death had frequently 
appeared in his old home. 
of its class, and contains nothing especially striking. But 
such tales are always interesting, and this contribution from 
Aden may serve to add another 
mony on the subject of hauntings. 
сазе, AS їп many others, that there was no question of 
“filmy phantom.” 
appearance to be mistaken for a person in the flesh. 


Small as the journal is, it reveals 
There is an 


reader, 


room 


prey ious 


The story is quite a typical one 


stone to the cairn of testi- 


It is observable in this 


The apparition was objective enough in 


* * * * 


A more important article in the journal under notice is 
a description of the after-death experiences of an officer at 
the front. It is entitled “A Common Episode " and deals 
With the subject quite on our ownlines. The officer in the 
thick of battle finds himself suddenly at home with wife 
and ehild—although in fashion. ‘Then 
" there grew upon him a feeling that he had no right to be 
away from the fighting, for he could not remember having 
obtained any leave of absence." 
DÎ like way, he finds himself back on the field, but is 
mysteriously baffled when he attempts to take a physical 
put in the combat. 
those missionary spirits who minister to such cases, and 
learns that he is really ~ dead.” 


& dream-like 


Eventually, in the same 


Eventually he is visited by one of 


The story is well told, and 


the author is sufficiently well versed in psychic science to be 
able to give much that we recognise as accurate description 
and explanation. 
up as fact, but with facts put together as a story to convey 
а lesson. 
we may see the 
the track of “ 


We are not dealing with fiction dressed 


Some day the truth will be generally known and 
“Times " and the “ Telegraph 


The Aden Focus”! 
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‘* WHATSOEVER DOTH MAKE MANIFEST 18 LIGHT.” — Paul. 


FEBRUARY 5, 1916. ET Tworzxcr. 


| а Ne wspaper. | 


A Letter to a Dog,” is a charming 
and gracefully-written little work by Miss Lind-af-Hageby. 
It is, in effect, Bernard dog 
written with that degree of sympathy and insight 


~ On Immortality : 


a character sketch of her St. 
_ Barry,” 
so dis- 


into canine character which might be expected in 


tinguished a champion of the humbler brethren of life. The 
book will be read with pleasure by animal-lovers, and may 


even serve in some degree to offset the attacks on dogs 


which have appeared recently in the newspapers—a cam- 


paign initiated by an author of note in a distinctly bilious 
condition of mind. Miss Lind's book is illustrated with 
Swiss connected with the history of 


views of scenery 


of whom there are portraits. The story has the 


Even those 
kes no appeal will 


Jarry," 
and is full of mountain air. 
kindly 
be the better for reading it. The 


true human note, 
to whom the ` mere inimal" ma 
comes in at the end in 


author, looking ~ beyond churches and ten 
] 


of interpretation of the nature of God, 


of Hope. 


Life, which is also the Spirit 


* + * * 
Mr. James Hewat Mcl tensel; 
exponent of "spiritual and occult laws," has published 
pam phi t, Ifa Soldier Die, Shall he 


takes the forn 
a mother whose son has been killed 
has appealed to him as an expert in 
The reply, of course, occupies most of 
containing the evidences and conch 
enlighten and solace those 
McKenzie’s attitude towards all those 


concerning death are theological, 


may be expressed in a Shakesperean tag: ` Mark now, how 
down." And it is a plain tal 


shall set you 


plain a tale 


indeed. "Phe author's teaching is clear, definite, vig S 
and yet delivered with sympathy and sincerity that 
cannot fail to be shy eile The track is well-beaten ; it 
is almost as if a steam-roller had gone over it. There are 
no quibbles or subtleties. A—b іх made to spell ad and 
not abracadabra ; and there are vast numbers to whom such 


It gives them something they can 


а pamphlet will appeal. 


understand, and thus appears in sharp contrast to 


complicated doctrines of the scientific and Th 


branches of the subject. The pamphlet, we 


designed for the reading of soldiers engaged or about 


to engage in the war, as well as for the friends of those 


who have fallen. It is on sale at the offices of the Alliance, 


at many bookstalls, and сап be obtained from the author at 


1, Stanley Gardens, Bayswater, London, W., price 2d., or 


post free 23d, 


question of immortality 
an eloquent passage in which the 


iples and libraries 


metaphysical or obscure 
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The doors will be opened at 7 o'clock, and the meeting will 
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th Member, and one to each 
ing to attend any of the lec- 
lying to Mr. F. W. South, 110, 
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By Davin WILSON 


AND 


THUMMIM. 


VIOLET 


Persons who believe not only in survival after 


o in the possibility of communicating 
divided | 


to be ly into two 


лса] factor in the receiving of 


mdly, those who ignore that fac 
everything they get 


to a departed personality 


Now, taking the messages received on 


psy "messages, it will be 


average of correctness the former 


to consider 


far 


ter But when we come 


c messages the matter is 


the fact that the old-world seers, prophe 


)T exa 
ı and Thummim in the hands of Aaron; and numb 
stances. The following exp ent was carried 
endeavour to compare the efficiency ie 
thods of receiving psychic messages : 
A atic method. 
B с telegraph " (old pattern, ut g the 
rent 
( Method by and Thummim (Quartz 


the same 


> exclusively 
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ing from K. to Peters. I who send this message was Sergiu THE FRENCH PSYCHIC PRESS, 


Sokoloff[?]. I am now yourself—this is one of the matter 


upon which XX will seek enlightenment. There is no immu- кше” (Р л = 
tability of individuality. A. N. thinks much of this and au EE x 
will speak of this to you; therefore prepare the subject : Pod. Th 
beforehand. Poleiksy [7] owes his influence to his advocacy of B ; b 
these views. To L. Forsyth Yoko . Yokohama. No Hon Y : 
account sail on the T [?] . . Saka Maru iL : Felet 5 
“These things аге іп the right way. For thus bac! ; athe Б 
unto excellent times when these things were ‹ of E E mI ыы 
men. Forget not the golden vessel of the Egyptian who spoke ose ina Ger E - Ever B 
unto him called the son of Miriam but rather of Seker-he-ti anthem, God S Kinz Е 
daughter of Pharaoh.” Bavarians' The w - А 
Т һауе made several trials of this comparative method Eror - cm) ung 
receiving messages and I find that as in the al the : 3 ) EE ка, E 
method by Urim and Thummim (or Quartz Wave Detecto ne БЕП ; DER - І 
surpasses all the rest. Nevertheless, of course, I am but ч see rege E 
the beginning of the investigation. i i rl ; j 
t € that t | | 
Tue BLuvE-VioLET AURA AND THE PHENOMENON ОР LIFE t t we t 
was the finest a 1 the world, they came t t 
Many months ago I believed that the blue-violet aura a MERE UU A Ес E 
(apart from the " Metallic Medium ") was the especial 1 [ zs EAR : c x pa à aC i 
the human psychic, but now I find e is ni Oo a В 
so restricted. gree it is present = { 
not only in every human being, but in dogs, cats, and even CN E x E М 
mice. A suggestion of this blue-violet aura has been also З А | G й 


faintly seen in two such different plants as а шеті 


| 
| : : A 

| cactus family and a geranium. Colonies o xt Miss I К 

| а suggestion of this blue-violet e(t s not mj А 5 

| Observation, but seems, nevertheless, quite consistent with the ee: Б 3 


Other facts—D. W.) It is, however, in the human psychic 


that the aura seems most pronounced. xi Е z A = ; 
When I found that this blue-violet T 8 арин : 
“Metallic Medium” could, to some extent Snore ae > Mle Б 
it to a quartz crystal, the point was imme A sed as to Е 
whether other substances could be so affected. E | DV С 
Now I find that so far from silicon (quartz) being the only کڪ‎ = = 
element thus affected, it is one of the least s hydrog PASSING OF MR. J. S. GOBEL. 
carbon, nitrogen and oxygen, upon being exposed t 
“ Metallic Medium ” (even through g 1 | H 
with their normal aurze— which are red sing J Mr. J. S. G I 
violet much more intensely than in the case of Het Toekomstig L The F I I 
Does it signify anything ‘that these elements w juarter of y J. S. G 
most readily the blue-violet aura are just the ones which are w 7 ik Si 5 g 
closely associated with the phenomenon of life ? Holland. He established an t s fortnightly 
In any case the question of aura seems intimately |; bound over у s, wit I 5 ty I 
up with that of bodily health, if indeed its presence or partia ot that pa] n g 
absence is not actually the determining factor. For it would ideas ker, Mr. ( s g 
seem that as the health of people improves 1 s so t р 
does the appearance of their ашхе tend to augment or dis- pers g 
appear. - S 
Those who have had facilities for observing state that a dead In 1894 few friends Nat Asso- 
шап has not any aura at all—in this case the col ation 5 wee s I 
specified. Personally, I can affirm that a pl: the departed Mr. Goedhart [he Hag 1 
living certainly had an aura, has none when « Well read g guis 5 t 
following experiment which I have tried a number of times nature, Mr s the 
appears that :— MM me re espe 
younger її His 
1. A growing geranium, after having been subjected to a and his whol ne sa 
prolonged scrutiny in the dark, does show a faint blue-violet Workers in all es 5 
luminescence. fied == 
2. If some of the “ Metallic Medium " is now placed т = : T 
the roots of the geranium and left there for several days, t vet G 
blue-violet luminosity in the plant becomes markedly more in- t 
tense and continues so, while the aura of the “ Metallic d cust 


Medium " ultimately disappears. kr aem 
3. И the exhausted “ Metallic Medium” is now removed 2 1 а өы chair of “Het Tocki: 
from the geranium and placed ina sealed bottle while the plant be filled by his widow, Madame A.G he ]-Nierst : 
is watered periodically with a very weak solution containing assisted by a committee consisting of former contr 
arsenic, it will be found that as the plant dies, so does its blue- 
violet aura tend to disappear, and 
4 When the plant is at length dead, its blue-violet aura 


е 2 ject dilwwently can ac V mate the immense ‹ 
will have entirely vanished, while on examination the " Metalli hich it has 1 e n the amiet of di T : a 
NTS ~ in the sealed bottle will be found to be apparently the duties w ng out of the fresh knowledrze whicl ы 
completely restored. wen gained.—From “ The Bridge of Death," by Н. A. Darras | 
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TO GO FORWARD. 


Forward, forward, let us range.—TENNYSON. 

There are those who, having proved for themselves the 
reality of a life beyond, seem to be possessed of an un- 
quenchable desire to continue the process. They demand 
that it shall be proved over and over again, and that 
demonstration shall be added to demonstration a4 infinitum. 
Tt may be due to an excess of enthusiasm or an inability to 
the sufficient More 
probably it is caused by what one may call the fascination 
of an idea. 
and allowing the idea to master oneself. 


“make up” mind with resolution. 
It is the difference between mastering an idea 
We see it fre- 
quently in less important instances where some thought 
it may be a happy and inspiring one or a mere grievance 
o dominates the mind that its progress is arrested and 
it can do nothing but revolve round and round it. 
fine idea ought not to have this effect upon us, much less a 
small and enfeebling one. 


Let us, then 


Even a 


we take it 


that we have mastered the primary idea, and that any re- 


who have proved our case 


petition of the argument, so far as we are concerned, is 


merely tedious and time wasting. Only so can we advance 
and show a measurable improvement on the record already 
achieved. We have no longer to argue, to plead, to appeal 


concerning our case—we have only strongly to affirm it 
and to apply all the conclusions that flow from the affirma- 
tion. In this direction, of course, the work of each will 
take different forms. Those humane and sympathetic souls 
who aspire to heal the sorrows of the world will take those 
conclusions which point to consolation and spread them 
broadcast as they are now doing. Others of a philosophical 
turn will work out the bearing of the idea on the world’s 
thought, and the expression of that thought towards a 
better social order. ‘The scientific minds will study the 
laws and methods of intercourse between the two worlds 


All 
these and other classes of workers are already active, but 


witha view to making it orderly, definite and reliable. 


we want to see more and still more of them, 

Our nppeal here is to the laggards, to those who are 
still under the spell of the idea, and who circle continu 
ally around it, Providence designed us for something 
better than to be the mill-horses of Thought. Let 


think that to go forward in life in any high sense is to 


none 


leave anything of real importance behind, All the ideas 
we have mastered become part of us this great idea of 


IS EI ET. 


[February 5, 1916. 


The fact will 
suddenly incapable of proof because 


human survival amongst them. not become 


to 
reality by 
a lege 


impregnable foundation we should still counsel advance in а 


have ceased 
of its 


Even if the matter rested on 


we 
assure ourselves and re-assure ourselves 


routine experiments, 


spirit of high adventure, leaving something to faith and 
providence, and disdaining the small cautions and the petty 
prudences. But the thing is proved a thousand times, 
proved by induction and deduction, by principle and fact, 
And so we may say with Dan 
There 


some of the more imaginative 


by intuition and intellect. 


Chaucer, ' Forth, pilgrim, forth!” is nothing to 
That 


ill-balanced minds of those who have gained the proof have 


stay thy way. and 
enmeshed it in a web of wild doctrines and weird conceits 
need vex thee nothing. Slash through them with the blade 
of reason and of faith in a reasonable Universe. Say eT 
have proved man as living a human and natural life in a 
better world. Prove your dragons, hydras and other supra 
mundane monsters—which are to me, at present, merely 
the products of your unhealthy imagination—and I will 
believe in them also." 

jut go forward—whether to testify of the truth, to 
study it in its larger aspects, or it may be to proceed along 
the ordinary lines of the world's work, with the power and 
inspiration it will infallibly bring. 

It has been said that truths grow dull and staled by 
continual repetition in hackneyed phrases. But that is not 
the fault of the truths. It is the fault of the formalist, 
the speaker by rote. A man who has mastered his truth 
and realised its value will give it a thousand scintillating 
forms and make it a living thing in the minds of all those 
who hear him. But so long as he is held by it in a condi 
tion of curiosity and fascination, craving only the satis 
faction of a continual thirst for sensation, so long will his 
truth be for him only a kind of mania comparable to the 
devotion of the miser to his gold, or any other forms of 
idolatry in which a man is possessed rather than possessing. 
As well might a mathematician devote himself to eternal 
adoration of the multiplication table. 

The 
reason, immortality is a truth demonstrated by reason and 
intuition. 


survival of man is a truth demonstrated by the 
From these truths flow consequences and results 


in an unending stream. 


When they are followed out, the 
affirmation of the central truths will be made in an 
infinite number of forms, fresh, vital and compelling. 


They will write themselves in human lives in ways more 


convincing than a host of phenomenal demonstrations or a 


whole library of learned tomes. In the meantime we need 
the demonstrations and the books, not to dwell in or on 
them perpetually, but rather as a means to an end 


progress beyond them. 


Tue Srupy or tHe HAND.—On Thursday, the 27th ult., 
Miss J. Louise Till (" La Yenda") gave the third of her series 
of lectures on the hand at the Rooms of the Alliance. On this 
occasion she dealt with the significance of the fingers, the 
“mounts” and lines. Of the lines, she stated that in them- 
selves they had no special meaning or value. ‘They simply 
acted as “ telegraph wires” bearing the messages which had 
been despatched from the various central points in the hand 
viz., the “mounts.” Each mount was, in effect, a centre as 
representing а group of nerves, In reading a hand psychically 
those messages could be " tapped " and their purport gathered, 
and if the psychic was in tune with the subject wonderful read- 
ings could be given—readings far transcending those of the 
But there was always the danger that 
the subject might by the attitude of mind erect an invisible 
but insuperable barrier against the efforts of the psychic. Thus 
came failure. It was wiser, therefore, for the learner to study 
the subject scientifically,so that it should not suffer any loss of 
prestige through those failures which might result from entire 
reliance on the intuitions, 


more scientific order. 


Че. 
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A CHAPTER FROM MY PERSONAL 


EXPERIENCES. 


By Percy Н. STREET. 


An Address delivered to the Members, Associates, and friends 
of the London Spiritualist Alliance on Thursday evening, 
January 20th, 1916, at the Salon of the Royal Society of British 
Artists, Mr. Henry Withall, acting President, in the chair. 


(Continued from page 38.) 


Later, Mr. Street and his family were reduced to such severe 
straits that, their rent not being forthcoming, they were in 
danger of having their home “ That was on a Satur- 
day and he and his wife sitting by the fire “consulted the 


sold up." 


table.” Mrs, Street's brother communicated, saying, " Don't 
worry, Percy. We will raise up a friend for you. It will be 
quite right.’ The bailiffs were to enter on the Monday. On 


Sunday he visited Reading, where he was to speak for the society 
there, He went to the hotel where he was to be entertained, his 
hostess being a lady known as " the mother of Spiritualism” in 
Reading. He said nothing of the séance or of his troubles. 
Late that night she came to him, saying, " I cannot rest. I feel 
you are in some trouble, my boy. I have brought you this,” 
and she placed in his hand a £10 note. 
sum he owed for rent, and when he returned home on the 
Monday he was able to pay it and keep out the bailiffs. “ We 
smile about these things now,” said the speaker, “but in those 
days they were very serious events." 

On one occasion he was travelling from Newbury to South- 
ampton to deliver a lecture. In order to economise in railway 
fares, he performed the journey on a bicycle, accompanied by 
а young man who was very psychical, and who during the 
journey remarked, “TI heard a voice; it said, ‘“ Red Star." All 

right; I will go on and tell Jefferies you are coming." Mr. 
Street recognised the significance of the message, and after look- 
ing at his watch addressed the unseen visitor: “ “° Red Star,’ tell 
Jefferies you met us six miles out of Southampton at twenty 
minutes past nine.’ When they were two miles from South- 
ampton the collapse of a tyre compelled them to finish the 
journey on foot, so that they arrived rather late at the house of 
Mr, Jefferies, who was to be their host. Directly they entered 
his house he remarked, “* Red Star’ has been here. Не said he 
met you six miles out of Southampton at twenty past nine.” 

Mr. Jefferies was a remarkable character. He had lived 
many years in South America studying the country and the 
manners and customs of the natives. While in his house, Mr. 
Street was controlled by the spirit who was now so well known 
ав “Dr. John.” “Dr. John” at that time could speak no 
English, but Mr. Jefferies and he carried on a long conversation 
in а native language. Mr. Jefferies, who was said to be the only 
white man who had ever learned this tongue, afterwards assured 
his guest that it was a genuine control, adding, " This man who 
controls you knows thoroughly the country of which he says he 
isa native, and has given me a lot of information about it.” 

Mr, Jefferies’ wife was a wonderful physical medium. He was 
a watchmaker and jeweller, and was fond of experimenting. He 
had, for instance, made an hermetically-sealed glass box con- 
taining a needle which under spirit influence would swing 
round, and in this way spell out messages. 
a gramophone trumpet to the ceiling, and this too would 
convey messages by swinging. At one time he wanted the pre- 
sence of a certain medium, and said, “ Bluebell, fetch her." In 
а few minutes the medium arrived, saying, “ Bluebell came to 
fetch me. What do you want ?" 

Мт Street next referred to his connection at Bournemouth 
with Mr. Vincent N. Turvey, with whom, together with Mrs. 
Street, he had a considerable number of sittings. His acquaint- 
ance with Mr. Turvey arose through his having occasion to call 
and invite him to become president of the Bournemouth Society, 
then being formed. The electric light in the house having gone 
out he delivered his message in the dark. Mr. Turvey said that, 
years bofore, a Londonzmedium had told him that a dark young 
man would call on him on September 25th and invite him to 
take an active part im Spiritualism in Bournemouth, " This is 


Ten pounds was the 


He also suspended 
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A light was brought, 
and Mr. Turvey was satisfied that his visitor was both young 


the very day. Are you a dark man?” 
and dark. 

Mr. Street had with Mr 
At one of the sittings Mr. Turvey described the figure 


a most convincing experience 
Turvey. 
of a man standing near Mr. Street—a seafaring man with a 
He added, “ I get the words ' Iron, Amster- 


dam.’” The description, in features, dress and a trick of looking 


fleck in one eye. 


back over his shoulder, was recognised by both Mr. and Mrs, 
Street as exactly fitting the captain of a merchant steamer whom 
they had known, and the injury to his eye was caused by a Dago 
seaman at Amsterdam with a piece of iron. à 

At the next sitting Mr. Turvey said, " I see a man ina glass 
studio. 
This recalled an incident that had taken place in Mr. Street's 
Dublin Studio. A man 


came in who, representing himself as a glazier, offered to repair 


He i3 looking ata broken pane of glass and laughing.” 


His receptionist had broken a window 


the damage if she gave him the money to get the glass. She 
gave him half-a crown, and he vanished, and, needless to say, 
did not Captain H the day 
noticed the broken pane, and on being told the story by Mti 


return. calling later in 


Street, was highly amused. On another occasion Mr. Turvey 
described this studio exactly in every detail. 

Another striking test was received by Mr. Street in Willi- 
Mrs, W. F. Smith had there described 


to him an old lady whose message was, ` 


son's Hotel, Reading. 
Will'm believes in 


ghosts now." He recognised both the old lady and the mes- 


Many years before, when a small boy, Mr. Street knew 


sage. 


an old Scots lady who believed in the existence of spirits, and 


by her stories of appari- 


his early years were made miserable bj 
tions. He was in constant terror of meeting them. One day 


he remarked defiantly to the old lady, ~ Wi 


am doesn't bel 


in ghosts." William was the Secularist brother pre re 
ferred to, who had become a Spiritualist. Hence the i- 
cance of the message, “ Will'm believes in ghosts now." 1e 


re he had 


original incident had happened nineteen years be 
met Mrs. Smith. 
A remarkable evidence of spirit influence occurred in connec- 


tion with the funeral service after the passing on of the lecturer's 


ormer minister of which 


mother. It took place at a church the 
—who passed on when Mr. Street was a small boy—had become 


one of his controls. The then minister was a man of an entirely 


different type and made the funeral service a gloomy and 
depressing lacking any note of hope or consolation 
“ Suddenly," continued Mr. Street, " I saw the old minister, 


my control, ascending the stairs of the pulpit, as though he 


one, 


were going up to preach, and I remarked to my wife, ' Why, 
there's J——n!’ А few the clergyman, 
who in the meantime had been proceeding with his dreary 
recital of the funeral service, abruptly threw out his arms and 


moments afterwards 


exclaimed :— 


There is no Death. What seems so ts transition; 
This life of mortal breath 

Is but a suburb of the life elysian, 
Whose portal we call Death. 


Now, that I knew to have been the favourite quotation of Mr 
J aC 


Continuing, Mr. Street said that 
developing circles he had never himself sat for development. 


although he had held 


His mediumship seemed to have come naturally and spon- 
taneously to maturity. 

Asking to be excused a purely personal reminiscence, Mr. 
Street told the story of how he was once visited by a man who 
brought with him a woman, stating that he wished a diagnosis 

He asked what was wrong with the 
Street replied: “I don't. know, but 


to be made of her disease. 
lady's left kidney. Mr 
you ought to, as you took it out." The man, who had been 
trying to trap him, regarded this as a wonderful exhibition of 
clairvoyant powers, but it was really an exhibition of thought- 
reading, Mr. Street simply repeating what he saw in his inter- 
locutor's mind. 

Here the speaker introduced an allusion to a remarkable 
form of manifestation which occurred through a lady whose 


mediumship was developed at their little circle at Reading 
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She would hold up one hand, and in the sitters it undelivered return to the above address тє 
all the different Reading, but the addressee had left, frie 
spatu Mr. Sti into whose hands the letter came, t g 
med at one time might possibly be an offer of service to the society, wh 
ro. This pheno- that time was in need of speakers Accordin she w 


un at this circle Mr. Street asking if this was so. He replied, whereuj 
human aura, Mr telegram arrived, " I have booked you Sunday and have 


s at tised you as speaker 


ours aroun 


people. On one The proceedings then closed 


occasior statement in the course of a = = — —— — 
(ctt man who was a phrenolog DNE а - 
acp Arx О si cr A GENERATION AGO. 
Mr. Street thereupon proposed the following test - 
We two will g nto a dark room and I will be Ып From "Licnur" or FEBRUARY бтн, 1% 
TSO! Ww all not know whether it is a man or woman . - А - - 
A pe 1 t t = ether it 1 à 1 Mr. G. Milner € ealiny med W 
shall be introduced into the roor We will proceed to describe = z 
- different ] xls ositio f acting cove 
hat person's charact he ti took and res n | 
tha ers racter 1 ura : ee E two Australia who is also lx ster-at 
he complete diseomfiture of his critic, who uld discer - Я 
—À eme x expected in England He is now in San I 
lutelv nothing. Mr. Street, on the other hand, jux 4 5 xa xe : 
> ! à As an ex of his remarkable gifts the W 


_ тесу that the “ T 1 3 єз " 
~ Standard states that at опе of his meetings, whe! 
e female sex d TONES А SUE : A 
P o'clock, Mr. Stephen was warned that he would be lat 
I ve to be a S 


ain. He looked around upon the 


attending that sitting w was aware that Dr. John's native 


name was Moulna Seba є nly 
himself and Mrs. Street It was te unknown to Mr. Husk 


and the other members of that t 
witi š : 2 Y w eared to be stronger t € 0 tl 
s s lif Of | І want t Jine bef the Mr. St s the brot 
А тт ы NUS «e Lieutenant-Governor of South Wales. H 
ex М у еу гер t ud stampe j р 5 EO =. SEF \ 
— i х ланч "& Sir John Hindenmars 
E байа à ^ ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS. 


drama ot t iz t niu _ 0 ft es put to Mrs. Wallis's s} 


у 1 s 5 { T to.Dr. W. J. Cra s ex ts 
iw - - g Li I st 
ntense ging _ t : t s М 5 t x { 
and there w ssue t to the S stt ike g А = 
І ght - - ips - 
his word, t g t g _ Y : { 
sp It was git se t 1 g t - f + - M 
or esote te gt g fat thers. What - 7 5 of s ass wit 
they cede м - t ї І : 1 s x w 
Spiritualist w t - the is st а С this s 
be had had pers f t 1 - та КЕ ; AE i Eri 
himself N { 5; v - 1 self lx to ] - 
must prov v . Н yg í t 
۷ <+ + + sitters ї с 1 } в 1t w t 
1 gs sw - tinctly H 
g _ ks, М ‹ that 0 € 
Q т R , i k { 
k _ wall, & H мі also, with t à f 
M + tly э r : that 
vet sit th« sa f i S 
to R - k t r t ` r 
Mr. St W i " ч f some в] visitant € 
thing wes f i : As regards t theory ‹ x 
was t ally M: take r viv а & Agur f spet meaning s y 
t tu _ pow he was І \ t 
. Dr. Cra s ex ts vow 
H Tu» M 
. H« them and wa ke t 
Mr. St s t E “1f 1 t > f his n 
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THE SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION OF the result of the first experiment He ight v he nsidered 
PHYSICAL PH PHENOMENA. accurate to tin. 

Experiment 45 

Date of test—December 18th, 1915 

Weight of table—102Ib. 


Nores or Some Recent EXPERIMENTS. 


By W. J. Crawrorp, D.Sc. 


Dimensions of platform E—12in. by Qin. 
—XXVIL—LzviTATION WITH PLATFORM at Variovs HEIGHTS Initial no-load reading on balar оде ч = 
1 ABOVE FLOOR. apparatus—S lb. 


—————————————À 


In article XXIII. I mentioned that I intended to carry out 
ал experiment to find the quantitative relation between the 
шїї above the floor of the platform from which levitation is 
fected and the vertical downward reaction on the platform. I = Б = - 
fave now carried out this experiment and will describe it in 12 0 

: EV The figure gives a diagrammatie sketch of the І 


Height of tform from floor in Net vertioal reaction on plat 


THE METALLIC MEDIU M AND FLASHING CRYSTAL. 


balance described in experiment 4 
fat iron bar clamped firmly to the pan of the 


circular iron rod which can slide up and down thr 
send of B, and which can be fixed tightly, to 
sin height of 2in. 

а flat iron bar fixed to the bottom of C. 

а flat rectangular-shaped piece of wood fixed to D. 
The method of carrying out the experiment was as follos 
баз was placed on the floor, to wh 1 
Was tightly clamped in order to pre 
Teaction was exerted оп E. Th 


centrally over the rectangular e E, 
| Consequence that the edge of the tabl bout = 
| ЕМ М, all that part of the apparatus t MM р 
b = Ж table. The idea was that the er levi- 
д lever would press on the flat surface ind as Е = 


gradually raised in height, the various reactions for t! 

f heights could be read on the balan 
= to say, the whole apparatus was made exceedingly 

L and in spite of the large overhang, + ~ t 

lory was found to be practically acc : 

experiment is so important, and the chance of perform- 

So seldom, that I will not apologise for going some- 


iy into details. In the first test, which was t 
оп December 18th, 1915, the rectangular piece of F 
Газ Ordinary soft wood, and measured |. by іп y 
fed to the flat iron bar D by two ordinary wood ешь 

gh holes in D. The apparatus was placed under S left ‹ эд ; > віт < 
р that the lower surface of D just cleared the floor thi ` God having been d um the tranzevessx 
г finger firmly on the pointer of the balance A is ] ۴ 
then asked for and obtained. When I was sure n n- 
е result for this position, the platform E was raised two t. The 
sliding С up through the hole in the end of B and T 
new position by the pin arrangement provided. . 
ined levitation for this position. Then the plat- t 
ised another two inches and the experiment pro- 
I always took care that E was practically i = 
the table. I usually, for each position, took quartzite x st Y 
Jevitations to ensure accuracy. The following is Josephus o f their flashi ing is an = 
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SIDELIGHTS. 


The “Observer” of the 30th ult. contained the first part of 
an article by Sir Oliver Lodge on the inferences regarding the 
future of the material universe to be drawn from the law (first 
formulated by Lord Kelvin) of the Dissipation of Energy. He 
tells us that it is by no means likely that the blaze of the sun 
will last for ever, Hence death seems to be the probable destiny 
of the earth and the solar system, But their fate, he adds; is 
a very different thing from the fate of the Cosmos. “The death 
of the whole existing order of things is quite a different and far 
more portentous conclusion, if it is forced upon us," 


In the course of her address at the Alliance Rooms on Thurs- 
day, the 27th ult. (a report of which appears in another column), 
Miss J. Louise Till related that at a Society function at which 
she was giving delineations from the hand, there was present a 
woman of great beauty of face and form and charming manners. 
But the hands she extended for examination were of the lowest 
type, and " from her statements to me regarding herself," said 
Miss Till, " I knew that once more the hand had revealed what 
the face had hidden.” This curious discrepancy between the 
character and the outward form has been often discussed, The 
explanation may probably lie in the fact that great physical 
beauty is an ancestral legacy. There may have been fine quali- 
ties in the ancestors which gave birth to that external beauty 
which alone was transmitted, 

Miss Н. A, Dallas's pamphlet, “ The Bridge of Death: Some 
Thoughts for the Bereaved,” while including much of the 
material embodied in her recent series of articles in Ілонт 
entitled " Problems that Face Inquirers," contains additional 
striking incidents and is entirely fresh in the form in which it 
makes its appeal, It is indeed well calculated, if not to convey 
to those for whom it is intended an absolute conviction of an 
after life, at least to inspire them with a strong and well-founded 
hope, which may prompt to such inquiry as will result in con- 
vietion, The title of the pamphlet (which is issued at a penny 
from the office of this journal) was suggested by Longfellow's 
lines in Тһе Golden Legend " 

"The grave itself is but a covered, bridge 

Leading from light to light through a brief darkness." 


Out of the well of her own reasoned convictions Frances 
Tyrrell, in her little pamphlet " Whom the War has Wounded " 
(obtainable from the authoress at 49, Northumberland Place, 
Bayswater, W.) draws waters of comfort for the mourners 
whose happiness has been shattered by the shocks of this 
mighty war. No longer “resignation” but " restoration" is 
to her the all-sufficient word of healing. “In the great Unseen 
God's world of Reality—are to be found all the precious things 
over whose loss here we spent so much heartache.” We shall 
not only (she says) find all the beloved ones who have gone 
onward but find them dearer than before because we shall be 
able to see them clearly, to understand them as we never under- 
stood them here. “In the light of the new race-consciousness, 
now assuredly at hand, to which all this culminating pain, cruel 
devastation and conflict of material powers is but the prelude 
. . Shall we find our deliverance from this mortal sense of 
separation,” 


In “How Dare They ? The Libel on Christ " (Miall and Co., 
200, Oxford-street, 2d.), " Ajax " makes what on the surface 
appears to be û very effective answer to pacifists who, placing 
А literal interpretation on the command “ Resist not evil," 
hold that Christ would have disapproved of resort to arms 
under any circumstances, " Figures of speech and hyper- 
bolical expressions to emphasise a truth clothed all the sayings 
of Christ,” but “ Ajax” cannot find that He ever supported 
such a principle as the non-punishment of crime; and “ war is 
only justified when it is for the punishment of crime and to 
prevent further crime.” One little note of criticism : though 
thoy do not gravely affect his case we may ask " Ajax" where 
he finds the promise, " Yet not a hair of your heads shall 
perish,” and the statement “This man has received the just 
reward of his deeds.” Matthew and Luke are not responsible 
for them, 


ON A CHILD LEFT BURIED ABROAD, 


Father, forget not, now that we must go, 
A little one in alion earth low laid; 

Send some kind angel when Thy trumpets blow, 
Lest he should wake alone and be afraid, 


—From “ Poems " by ELINOR JENKINS, 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


The Editor is not responsible for the opinions expressed by corre. 


spondents and frequently publishes what he does not agree with 
Jor the purpose of presenting views which may elicit discussion 
In every case the letter must be accompanied by the writer, 
name and address, not necessarily for publication, but аз q 
guarantee of good faith. 


р, D. Home, 


Srm,—Under this heading appears an enquiry from Mr 


Stanley Gordon, of Edinburgh, in Тлонт of January 22nd, and 
in ease no other party gives the desired information I am doing 
so now, 1 believe that it is correct to say that D. D. Home 
was born in Edinburgh, or rather a " wee " distance outside of 
the city, towards Portobello, and it was there that the more 
tender years of his life were spent. I have never read lis 
Life, but I had from himself this information and much more 
also, 


I was not aware of " the fountain erected to his memory in 


Canongate,” hence I cannot say definitely; but if 1 might 
venture an opinion, it is that the old rector of the Canongate 
parish church, who was a great admirer of, and believer in, 
D. D. Home, may have erected the fountain there. (I am sorry 
that I cannot recall this rector's name.) I ‘now that Mr. Home 
had admitted being a Scotsman, and this, no doubt, will be 
pleasing news to Mr. Gordon, I shall be glad to give any 
details that I possess to any interested person, and may mention 
that I now possess the slates he owned.—Yours, &c., 


A. FISHER, M.D. 
" Ardagh,” Horfield Common West, Bristol. 


Amethysts: An Inquiry. 


Sir,—My young daughter, whose birthday is on the 12th of 


March, has a passion for amethysts, and some short time ago I 
gave her a brooch and pin which she has worn almost continu- 
ously ever since. The brooch is not real, but the pin is a true 
amethyst which has been in my possession for years, It was, 
however, rather pale in colour, but since she has been wearing 
it has improved so much, both in colour and lustre, that we 
have all remarked it. The brooch has remained unaltered. I 
wonder if anyone can tell me the cause of this. —Yours, &e., 


M. М. 


Dr. Crawford's Experiments. 

Sin, —Will you please allow me to say that I am obliged for | 
the suggestions that appear from time to time in Ілонт regard- 
ing my experiments. I am keeping a note of all such and will 
deal with them as soon as space and time permit, including also 
suggestions received more directly by correspondence, I would 
like to repeat what I said in the first article, viz., that I am at 
all times ready to receive suggestions for further experiments 
or criticism of experiments already done, since the only object 
of the research is to get at the facts, — Yours, &oc., 

W. J. CRAWFORD, 

Belfast. 

January 24th, 1916, 


Correspondents are kindly requested. to be brief. Generally 
77 aking, а letter should not exceed half-a-column in length, 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

JOHANNISVIR.—Your note gives no information that is not 
already known to Mr. Stanley Gordon, as shown by his letter, 
He asks for the exect birthplace of Ното, 

P. Сокрнлпт (The Hague), Many thanks, We condol 
with our Dutch friends on the loss of so able an exponent of 
Spiritualism as Mr. J. S. Göbel. But we remember that he will 
continue his labours in better conditions, even though he is no 
longer visibly amongst them, 

J. Burns.—Your letter is full of interest and we hope you 
are keeping а clear record, Of course the appeal to authorities 
is quite futile. The pressure of hard experience is the only 
method of instruction in most cases, It is, of course, to 1х 
remembered that the officials are overwhelmed with suggestions 
and advice, and it is often difficult to pick ont the few valuable 
hints from the multitude of worthless ones, 


Ir is clever to say sharp things: but it is generally far 
cleverer not to say them, ELLEN THORNEYCROFT FOWLER, 

ENTHURIARM and impetuosity are natural to youthful 
minds, who, however, soon learn that extremes meet, and that 
it is as wrong to be intolerant in a good cause as in a bad one, 


Night: 


A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research. 


“«Ілонт! More Ілонт !”— Goethe. “ WHATSOEVER DOTH MAKE MANIFEST 15 LIGHT !"— Paul. 
| 3 NM у 390 сец азе NT NE Price TWOPENCE. 
No. 1,831.— Vor. EXV Ii [Registered as] SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1916. [a Newspaper. ] Per post, 10s. 10d. perannum. 
NEW CHEAP EDITION. 


London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd., 


110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C. 


Programme of Meetings for the Coming Week. 


TUESDAY, February 15th, at 3 p.m.— 
Members Free; Associates and Friends, 1з. each. 
Seance for Clairvoyant Descriptions Mrs. J. 
NO admission after 3 o'clock. 


PAULET. 


THURSDAY, February 17th, at 5 p.m.— 
Admission 1s ; Members and Associates Free. 


Psychio Class... Мв. W. J. VANSTONE. 
Lecture on “ Charms. Mascots and Talismans.” 


THURSDAY, February 17th, at 7.30 p.m.— 
Admission Is. ; Members and Associates Free by Ticket, 
Address at Suffolk Street... X THE REV. A 
“The True Explanation of the Angels at Mons.” 


FRIDAY, February 18th, at 4 p.m.— 
Admission Is.; Members and Associates Free. 


| Talks with a Spirit Control 


Members’ and Associates’ Subseriptions for 1916 
ARE NOW OVERDUE, 


And should be forwarded at once, payable to 


Henry WITHALL, Hon, Treasurer, 


Subscription to December 31st, 1916, 


MEMBERS, One Guinea. 


For further “АН see p. 50. 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 


“LIGHT” AND THE LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE. 


We beg to remind the Subscribers to “Light,” and the 
embers ana Associates of the London Spiritualist 


Alllance, Ltd., who have not already renewed 
their Subscriptions for 1916. which are 
advance, that they should forward remittances at 
once to Mr. F. W. South, 110. St. Martin’s-lane, 
London. W.C. Their kind attention to this matter 
will save much trouble and expense in sending 


out accounts, booking. postage, &c. 


The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd., 
Will hold SUNDAY EVENING MEETINGS at 6.30 o'clock nt 
77, NEW OXFORD STREET, W.C. 
(Close to Tottenham Court-road Tube Station). 
SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, 
MRS. MARY DAVIES, 
Address and Clairvoyance. 
February 20th—Mr. H. Ernest Hunt, Address. 


Admission Free. Collection. Inquirers cordially invited. Doors open 
û 6 p.m. No admission after 6.40 p.m. 


CENTRE OF LIGHT AND TRUTH 
(Church of Higher Mysticism), 
The London Academy of Musio, 
22, Princes Street, Cavendish Square, W. 


On SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13тн. 
Morning, W165... .. «. No Meeting until next advertised, 
Evening, l “one ws Mrs. Farncrover SMITH. 


Inspirational "Address, “Creative Thought.” 
Healing Service after evening meeting. 


. J. WALDRON. 


Mrs. М. Н. Watts, 


ASSOCIATES. Half-a-Guinea. 


“payable in 


THE 


SURVIVAL OF MAN. 


A Study in Unrecognised Human Faculty. 
By SIR OLIVER LODGE, F.R.S. 


The autbor gives an account of some of his own investiga- 
tions into matters connected with psychical research during 
the last quarter of a century. The largest section of the 
book treats of automatic writing, trance speech, and other 
instances of temporary clairvoyant lucidity, for in this de- 
partment of the subject he considers that the most direct 
evidence for continued personal existence and posthumous 
activity will be found. The present book is intended to 
show that telepathic communication may come through 
from the other side, and that chis view is entitled to critical 
and careful consideration. 


Cloth, 239 pages, 1/2} net post free. 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, V 


THE WAR AND AFTER 


Short Chapters on Subjects of Serious 
Practical Import for the Average SUELE 
in A.D. 1915 Onwards. 


By SIR OLIVER LODGE, F.R.S., 


Principal of the University of Birmingham. 


Fourth Edition. 


Boards, 235 pages, Pocket Edition, Is, 2d. net post free. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANF, 


THE BRIDGE OF DEATH. 
Some Thoughts for the Bereaved. 


By H. A. БАСКА ӘС 
24 pages, 14d. post free or 1s. 2d. per dozen post se 
OFFICE OF “LIGHT,” 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, 


“IF A SOLDIER DIE SHALL HE LIVE AGAIN?” 
By J. HEWAT McKENZIE. 
The latest evidence of Psychic Science on Death and 
the Hereafter. 
Price 24d post free, ог 2/3 per dozen post free. 
OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT,’ 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W. C. 


A LITTLE PILGRIM IN THE UNSEEN. 
By MRS. OLIPHANT. 


(Including ‘‘ The Little Pilgrim Goes Up Higher.”) 
An attempt to follow a gentle soul, which never knew doubt, into the 
New {World and to catch a glimpse of something of its glory. 


Cloth, 147 pages, 1/3 net, post free. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 


^ THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION, 
18b, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W. 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13ru. 
At 11 a.m. ix c. MISS FLORENCE MORSE. 
At 7 p.m.. T MISS FLORENCE MORSE. 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY l6rH, AT 7.30 P.M., 
MISS FLORENCE MORSE. 


iis TEH FE: 


TO COMFORT THOSE THAT MOURN. 
MRS. MARY DAYIES. 


Wil hold Services for INTERCESSION and CLAIRVOYANCE 
EVERY FRIDAY at 3 o'clock. at 
BOUDOIR THEATRE, 

12b, Pembroke Gardens, Kensington, W. 


Admission 1s. Music, vocal and instrumental, by Margaret Mer edith 
and members of the Independent Music Club. 


COME AND ENJOY A CONGENIAL HOUR. 


Talks on Occult Subjects by MRS. FAIRCLOUGH SMITH 
EVERY WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON ar 3 o'crock. 
Admission 1/-, including Tea. 

(For ladies only.) 


30, York Street, Baker Street, W. 


THE 


KENSINGTON BOOKLETS 
OF 
BEAUTIFUL THOUGHTS. 


"These booklets are published to supply & demand for the thoughts of 

the best men on subjects which are now engrossing the attention of the 

people. They will be at once popular smongst those who think and 

wish to spread [true sentiments and facts among our fellow men. 

Nothing will be found in them but pure and uplifting thoughts for the 
benefit of all who read them 


FIRST SERIES: 
No. 1—“‘ON LOVE.” 
No. 2—“‘ON WOMAN.” 
No. 3—* FROM JEREMY COLLIER.” 
No. 4—* FROM JEREMY TAYLOR." 
Price 4d. each net, post free 5d., or the 
whole set is. 6d. post free. 

“Four delightful Jittle booklets, each containing a selection of 
* Beautiful Thoughts." "—LienT. 

** A set of four daintily-covered and neatly printed handbooks. . . 
We can cordially commend each as well worth the small purchase price 
of 4d. per copy."- Two WORLDS. 

To be obtained from your bookseller or direct from— 
C. MAURICE DOBSON, Publisher, 


146, KENSINGTON HIGH STREET, LONDON, W. 


EFIE NEXT ROOM.” 


By DORIS and HILARY SEVERN. 
Experiences, Visions and Adventures of two Clairvoyantes. 
IN TOUCH WITH THE SPIRIT WORLD. “А Series 
of invaluable experiences of the help given by the invisible upon 
an earthly path.” Dedicated to all who are sorrowful. 

Some or THE CONTENTS: 


The Closed Door—A Hand Stretched from the Middle Ages—In the 
Flower of his Youth—In the Grey World—The Vaulted Room— Help 
given through the Veil—De Profundis—The Spiritual Body—The 
Spiritual Eucharist—The Twin Existence—Sight to the Blind—Suicide 
The Childrens Home—The Garden of Kest—The Passing, &c. 


Cloth, 136 pages. IS. 3d. net, post free. 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 


A MESSAGE FROM THE SPHERES. 
By LEONARD HALL. 
(A Spirit Message by Telepathic (Communication). 


34 pages and cover, iid. post free, or 15. per dozen. 
OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 


a- First Steps to Spirit Intercourse.” By 
James McKenzie. 24 pages. Price 3id. post free. May be 
obtained from the Office of Licut, 110, St. Martin'e-lane, W.C. 


Gpiritualists when in London should stay at 
7 Hunstanton House, 18, Endsleigh-gardens, London, N.W. (3 
minutes Euston Station, 5 minutes St. | mm and King's Croes); 
central for all parte; perfect sanitation. Terms, 4s. Bed and Break- 
fast, no charge for attendance. Full tariff apply to Mrs. Stanley Watts, 
Proprietress. 


oard-residence, and Visitors to London re- 

ceived by Madame Doverge, 3, Taviton-street (Endsleigh- 

gardens), London, W.C., on moderate terms; French or English 
spoken. 


І ead the ** Herald of Health." Specimen copy 
14d. post free from the ‘* Herald of Health” Offices, 11, South- 
ampton-row, London, W.C. 


February 12, 1916 


LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, 


110, ST. MARTIN'8 LANE, W.C. 


LIMITED BY GUARANTEE, AND NOT HAVING A CAPITAL 
INTO SHARES. 
Established. 1884. Incorporated 1896. 
By the Memorandum of Association the Members are Prohibited 
from receiving any personal benefit, by way of profit, from the income 
or property of the Society. 
Presidents in Spirit Life, 
W. STAINTON Moses AND E. Dawson Косева. 


MEMBERS OF COUNCIL. 
VICE-ADMIRAL W. USEORNE Moore, ? 
HENRY WITHALL, í 
Mrs. W. P. Browne. 
Mrs. FronRENCE M. FINLAY. 
Davip Gow. 
Н. ERNEST HUNT 
Mns. CATHERINE E. LUCKING. 
ANGUS МсАвтнов. 
W: R. Моовез. 


_ This Alliance has been formed for the purpose of affording inform. 
tion to persons interested in Psychical or Spiritualistic Phenomens, by 
means of lectures and meetings for inquiry and psychical research. 

Social Gatherings are also held from time to time. Two tickets 
of admission to the lectures held in the Salon of the Royal Society о 
British Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall, are sent to every Me 
and one to every Associate. Members are admitted free to the Tues 
day afternoon seances for illustrations of clairvoyance, and both Mem. 
bers and Associates are admitted free to the Friday afternoon mee 
ings for “Talks with a Spirit Control," and to the meetings of the 
Psychic Class on Thursday, all of which are held at the rooms occupied 
at the above address. 

Rooms are occupied at the above address, where Members and 
Associates can meet and attend seances for the study of psychic phe 
nomena, and classes for psychical self-culture, free and otherwise 
of which is given from time to time in LIGHT, and whe 
read the special journals and use the library of works on Р. 
Occult Science. The reading-room is open daily to Members 
ciates from 10 to 6 (Saturdays excepted). 

A Circulating Library, consisting of nearly three thousand work 
devoted to all phases of Spiritual and Psychical Research, Science, 
Philosophy, із at the disposal of all Members and Associates of 
Alliance. Members are entitled to three books at a time, Asseeiate 
one. Members who reside outside the London postal area can | 
books sent to them free of charge, but must return them carriage ү 
A complete catalogue can be obtained, post free, for 18., on appl 
cation to Mr. B. D. Godfrey, Librarian. 

The subscription of Members is fixed at a minimum rate of ом 
guinea, and of Associates at half-a-guinea, pe 1 
of £1 11s. 6d. by Members or £1 1s. 4d. b 
scribers to a copy of LIGHT for a У 
wishing to obtain books from the Library without 
may do so at the same rates of subscription. 

Information will be gladly afforded by the Secretary, at the Rooms 
110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C. 

*„* Subscriptions should be made payable to the Hon. Treas 
Henry Witball, and are due in advance on January Ist in each 


Notices of all meetings will appear regularly in **Light.' 


D. Rocers, Hon. Secretary. 
HENRY WITBHALL, Hon. Treasurer. 


Рӯи 


Vice-Presidents. 


D. ROGERS. 

E. R. SEROCOLD SKEELS. 
H. BIDEN STEELE, 

W. KENSETT STYLES. 
F. W. THURSTAN, M.A. 
J. A. WILKINS. 


and Ав 


Tue CATALOGUE OF THE LIBRARY 
OF THE 
London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd 
NEARLY THREE THOUSAND VOLUMES. 


Price 1s. post free from Librarian, 
LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE 
110, Sr. MARTIN'S LANE, LONDON, W.C. 


DREAMS AND OMENS. 
By JAMES WARD. 


There are many dream books, but no other quite like this, 
which gives scientific explanations of the dreaming state, 
notable examples of wonderful dreams and historical in- 
stances of omens, as well as hundredsof dream interpretations 
64 pages. Stiff wrapper, 7d. net post free. 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W4 


When you have finished with this 
copy hand it to a friend. By so 


doing you not only help us but 
help yourself. 


| 


“ LIGHT ! Мове Licut!”—Goethe. 


XXXVI. [ Registered as | 


No. 1,831.— Vor. 


CONTENTS 


... 49 Transition of Mr. W. 8. Burt 
50 A Generation Ago ........ 
Fate or Free-Will î 

A Scottish Seer 
Sidelights.... өөө 

Licht and its Friend 

D. D. Home 
Dr. Craw 


Notes by the Way 
The Idealist's Position . 
London Spiritualist Alliance 
A Direct Voice Seance 
Paper, Print and ا‎ Tet 92 
The Scientific Investigation of 
Physical Phenomena ., 53 
Answers to Questions ... coe 5 


There is no better way in dealing with doubts and di 


‘contents than getting them openly expressed and frankly 
| "dealt with. W. B. P., whose letter concerning Dr. Crawford 

experiments appeared in our issue of the 29th ult., is an old 

and able contributor to Тлвнт and well versed in all branches 


‘of psychic phenomena, of which he has been a student foi 


“more than a generation. He raised what is admittedly an 


L^ . B . . 

“important question in connection with all séances for 
"physical phenomena. ‘The most genuine mediumship may 
at times show curious perversions, and W. B. P. made his 


point clear by references to Eusapia Palladino and uncon 
scious mediumistic action. It will be seen that his ques 
tion is answered this week by Dr. Crawford, Mr. Hanson 
Hey and Mr. Ernest Oaten. We have also 
privately the assurance of а leading member of the 
Psychical Research Society who has taken an activi 
in the matter that absolute reliance may be placed on the 
experiments. 
knowing something of the conditions in 
was being carried on, and of the care and pains which Dı 
Crawiord is expending on what he rightly regards as 

work of the first importance, as being designed to provid 
further scientifie demonstration of the reality of physical 
phenomena. 


received 


interest 


Personally, we had no doubt on the matter. 


which the worl 


* LJ * * 


This question of the psychological factor in mediumship 
has been “the direful spring of woes unnumbered” in 
connection with mediumship. Where the 


manifestations 


are the outcome of deliberate fraud, the matter is simple. 
The medium is a rogue and there is an end of it. But 


suppose the medium is not only the possessor of genuine 
psychic powers, but also a person of the highest probity, 
and yet the phenomena аге on some occasions found to be 
apparently counterfeits of the thing. A 
has been known quite openly to produce raps on A table 
With her own hand, and when expostulated with, to deny 
indignantly that she was doing anything of the sort, yet 
Иса ceasing to do so. When, afterwards, the genuine raps 
| became audible, it was clear that there wa 
Pimposture. А psychic disturbance had been at work; it is 
| too often forgotten that an experiment in even the most 
_ objective branches of physical phenomena involves mental 
action. It is conceivable that the production of physical 
Manifestations by spirit agency may occasion subtle reactions 
the physical powers of the medium, who may be un 
iously impelled to carry out by ordinary means some 
tion which it was intended by 
hical methods. 


‘real medium 


no conscious 


to perform purely 


Those whose observations and conclu 


‘* WHATSOEVER DOTH 


SATURDAY, 


d's Experiments., 5 


Sí M h : 
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planetary surf: 
former has dev« 


tially built before its intelligent oí ake 
sphere is laid out in planes, every pl th erial syst 
it represents developing n S 
planets is that which y eld tual 
to form this plane, and by tl iW conde I Į 
these elements condense as a surface 

In short, Mrs, King teaches, like all advanced seers, 


that the realms of spiritual or supermundane life consist 


of mighty zones of stratified substance. As to the 
order, as she well remarks, and 

"circle nd ` spheres " are often talked of in a loose and 
confusing way. [here are manifold circles and 
divisions marking off different grades of spiritual advance 


ment, although these may all belong to the one great sphere 


grade of independent 


or zone representing the first spirit 
life. 


culties in 


A recognition of that fact clears away a host of diffi 


the reconciling of statements by spirit communi 


cators not sufficiently advanced to realise the immensity of 


their new stage of life. 


* * * * 


Horace in some of his stately lines warns translators 


of the danger of attempting to render word for word the 


The poet saw th 


languages they translate. it in aiming a 


this kind the 
We think of 


sometimes when we see attempts made to reduce descrip 


chanical exactness of 


spirit of the 


original was likely to be lost. the maxim 


Such 


tions of the next life into purely mundane terms. 
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efforts oceasionally result in the conversion of some idea, 
the beauty of which can only be fully appreciated through 
the imagination, into something quite grotesque, We heard 
it objected the other day that the ministry of an exalted 
spirit to those of a lower state must necessarily be limited 
by the time at his disposal. The attention devoted to one 
case would mean the enforced neglect of others for the time 
If that states of 


consciousness would really be no advance on the personal 


being. were the case, the higher 
and physical conditions in this world. But even Леге it 


does not apply. ‘To his soldiers—thousands of whom had 
never come into direct touch with him— Napoleon was a 
His thought inspired them: 
uttering the name of the man they idolised, and feeling 
We have only to 


develop the idea to see that a great spiritual leader may be 


living presence. they died 


themselves the objects of his care. 


in a very real sense the direct inspirer and helper of 
thousands of souls, conscious of their needs and revealing 
himself to each without regard to limitations of space and 


time which are barriers only to the sense perceptions. 


THE IDEALIST'S POSITION. 


A RerLy ro Mr. G. E. Owen. 


“N. Gs” 
learning what exactly the Idealist really believes. 


writes: I live in the hope of some day 
Mr. Owen 
does not make his position very clear, but, perhaps, if struck 
again, he will give out a more certain note. From a study of 
his article (p. 27) I gather that his views are contained in the 
following statements :- 

Idealism admits the existence of matter. . . Matter has 
only an apparent reality. . . Matter is not something which 

an existence apart from the mind conscious of it... 
Descartes saw that, if all conscious life were to die, the matter 
which remained would be. practically non-existent. . . The 
external world is the result of the organs of sense performing 
their work. . . The outer world of matter is an outgrowth of 
the organism man possesses, and is conditioned by the state 
of existence he is in. . . Sensations and reality are two dif- 
ferent things; the senses tell us that the sun rises from the 
water; hence the unreliability of the senses as the basis of 
our knowledge. i 

From these extracts it is possible to construct a sort Of 
model of Mr. Owen's world. Matter has no existence apart 
from the human mind, z.¢., the minds of each of us. There is 
nothing, then, but immaterial mind; each immaterial mind 
creating for itself, without any “external stimuli,” a material 
dream-world, and, strangely enough, the same dream-world as 
everyone else. At the same time I admit that this last difficulty 
may seem an artificial one, because our belief in the existence 
of other people is based entirely upon our " unreliable " senses. 
Mr. Owen is writing (in his dream) for the benefit of readers of 
whose existence he has absolute ly no evidence whateve 

Proceeding, I find that this immaterial mind has organs of 
What are they mad: 


work is there to do, since there is nothing to 


sense, with work to perform . and what 


stimulate them * 


Oh! now 1 нее. Descartes said matter would be practically non- 


existent if mind were annihilated. Matter would not be quite 


non-existent; so that it has some measure of independent 
reality after all—enough to make organs « 


Next I note that thi 


if sense and provide 
them with work. immaterial mind has 
an organism, of which matter is an outgrowth. Onr world is 
rapidly acquiring that solidity of which Mr. Owen subconsciously 
feels the need. Finally, I observe that the senses are unreliable 
as the basis of our knowledge. Will Mr. Owen imagine himself 
without any sensations and say from where he would get his 
idena of reality ? 

I hope I have said enough to show Mr 
failed to make his 
reader, and to induce him to attempt once more in very plain 
English to fashion for us a model of his universe Let him 
take his apple and explain to us how we happen to agree ont 
with another upon the dream-picture of an apple—ripe, rosy 
and round; solid, succulent and sweet. My feeling is that the 
Idealist is only safe when up in the clouds. When he descends 
to earth he comes within range of certain destructive artillery. 


He would have no ideas at all 
Owen that he has 


position clear to an unphilosophical 


—3 
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tures can obtain tickets by applying to Mr. F. W. South, 110, 
St. Martin’s-lane, W.C., accompanying the application by a 
remittance of Is. for each ticket. 


The programme of the remaining Thursday evening Ad- 

dresses in the Salon in the New Year is as follows : 

Mar. l6th.—" Psychic Science in Parliament,” by Mr. Angus 
MeArthur. 

Apl. 13th.—" Spiritualism in the Balkans," by Count Chedo 
Miyatovich. 

May 11th.—“ Our Sef After Death, as Declared and Demon- 
strated by the Christ," by the Rev. Arthur 
Chambers. 


MEETINGS AT 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 


For тне STUDY or PsycHicAL PHENOMENA. 


CLAIRVOYANCE.— On Tuesday neat, February 15th, Mrs. 
J. Paulet will give clairvoyant descriptions at 3 p.m., and no 
one will be admitted after that hour. 

РзүснІС Crass.—On Thursday nert, February 17th, at 
5 p.m., Mr. W. J. Vanstone, Ph.D., will give the second of his 
series of lectures, the subjects of which are announced below. 

FRIENDLY IwTERCOURSE.— Members and Associates are 
invited to attend the rooms at 110, St. Martin's-lane, on Friday 
afternoon nerf, February 18th, from 3 to 4, and to introduce 
friends interested in Spiritualism, for informal conversation, 
the exchange of experiences, and mutual helpfulness. 

TALKS WITH A SPIRIT CoNTROL.—On Friday next, February 
18th, at 4 p.m., Mrs. M. Н. Wallis, under spirit control, will 
reply to questions from the audience relating to life here and 
on "the other side," mediumship, and the phenomena and 
philosophy of Spiritualism generally. Visitors should be prepared 
with written inquiries of general interest to submit to the 
control. Students and inquirers alike will find these meetings 
especially useful in helping them to solve perplexing problems 
and to realise the actuality of spirit personality. 


Members are admitted free to all the lectures and séances. 
To Associates a charge of 1s. is made for the Tuesday meet- 
ings, but no charge for any of the other meetings. Visitors 
are admitted to all meetings on payment of Is, 


LECTURES TO PSYCHIC CLASS BY MR. W. J. 
VANSTONE. 

Feb. 17th. 
p 24th. 


" Charms, Mascots and Talismans.” 
~ Precious Stones—Their Psychic Properties and 
Powers.” 
March 2nd.—" Auric Lights and Phosphorescence," 
9th,—" Metamorphism in Rocks.” 
» 16th. 
23rd.—" Crystals." 
» 30th. 
April 6th. 


" Permeation of Silica.” 


" Transformation of Insects.” 
“The Knights and Hospitallers 
and Story.” 


Their Visions 


» 13th.—“ My Psychic Experiences,” 


288 


ETG 


February 12, 1916.] 


A DIRECT VOICE SEANCE. 


Mis 


Tug MEDIUMSHIP OF toBERTR JOHNSO 


A correspondent, who is a university graduate in music, 
and well known in the Lancashire town where he resides 
us the following account of a séance given there by 


Roberts Johnson, on Tuesday, January 18th 
Ihad on previous occasions sat for the direct 


each of the American mediums, Mrs. Wriedt and 
Harris. Without making comparisons, I may say at 


end 


Mi 


voice with 
Mrs. 8, 


once that 


Mrs. Roberts Johnson is a medium of whose psychic endow- 
ments we in England have reason to be proud. Personally, | 
have never been able to understand those who object to dar} 
séances. We know that daylight “fogs” a sensitised phot 
graphic plate, and the fact is accepted without demur. If 
— darkness is equally requisite for "direct voice," we should 


—— accept that fact also, and trust our medium 
Mrs. Johnson has recently experimented in the light with 
partial success, I believe, but she finds that such séances draw 
far more upon her strength than dark séances, Investigators 
who have the welfare of our best mediums at heart will refrain 
from subjecting them to such trying ordeals, and will cheerfully 
" accept the necessary conditions required by our spirit friends. 

It is not easy at any time for our loved ones to break the 

silence, When their opportunity comes, we should at least 

refrain from adding to their difficulties by insisting upon the 
_ admission of daylight into the séance-room. 

Singing is helpful, and at this séance the music was both 
plentiful and varied. Singing is required, apparently, not so 
much for the sublime purpose of elevating our souls as for the 
mundane object of generating sound-waves, upon which the 
Voices may build up. Air-vibrations constitute the raw 
rial upon which spirit intelligence works, At present com- 
munication is fitful, evanescent, elusive. The power, psycho- 
plasm—call it what you will—takes several minutes to accumu- 
late, but may be expended and dissipated by a single sentence 
of “direct voice.” 

On January 18th our circle numbered fifteen, including the 
medium, five other ladies, and nine gentlemen. Great care had 
been taken in choosing the sitters, as the slightest hostile or 
sceptical feeling on the part of any one of the sitters would 
probably have neutralised the power, and spoiled the sitting, 
As it was, thirteen out of the fifteen were spoken to in the 
direct voice, which, considering that the medium was a 
total stranger to all the sitters, was, I think, a very good 
| result. 
| The first voice came from Mr. David Duguid, who in this 
- difewas a famous medium, and who now takes charge of Mrs. 
_ Johnson's séances, 
| “You are doing very well,” he shouted through the trum- 
| pet, by way of encouragement for our musical efforts. The 

voice was loud enough to be almost terrifying! He it was who 
helped the spirit friends, who were present in “crowds” (to 
| “quote his own expression), to use the trumpet. 


mate- 


| I have no doubt that those who did speak were only a 
small fraction of those who waited for the few opportunities 
that came, 


A short time afterwards, J——- H—, a distant relative of 
Mrs. 'H——, who was present in the circle, announced his name. 
| ‘Then Mr. W , an elderly gentleman, was touched by the 
` trumpet, and a man’s clear voice gave the name “ D——. 
` This was to Mr. W-—— the first audible greeting received from 
the other side, from his second son, who met a tragic death in 
London four years ago. The speaker's brother, another sitter, 
asked, “Ts it you, D ?" “Yes, old man, I'm here," came 
в cheery and entirely characteristic reply. 
ppens, the very eagerness of the spirit-visitant to continue 
И the conversation defeated its own object, and the trumpet fell 
f lo the floor without further speech from D——. 
— ‘Phe next voice was a woman's, high pitched, excited, and 
obviously overcome with joy to find such marvellous communi- 
cation possible, 
Mp J had felt the cold metal of the trumpet touch his 
li nd, and immediately afterwards the eager voice called out 


Then, as so often 


T Mar 4 1 I I 

vain 

lh ‘ 1 

itter Mr. J 

nd unexpected r І 

Ап eve eater ү f of 
lat hen Mr. D id ву t Í I { 
kr I urvoyant | [ 
two had met at ( g M 
Duguid painting I | M 
l'yrrell Not on Mr. Du t 
reterence to the | 

J B 1 er Ir, I 
t M I el 
a t [| t 
Duguid | this m I 
end lair 

developments in the futur« 

Mr. B was the ext iV i 
" William Henry B vas loudly announeed. t g 
trumpet, and Mr. B ind h I i t was | 1 
engaged in animated cor atior refe 
matters and other relat I In 1 
twice by the trumpet, п t ig а врїп er 
who only lived half an hour in th l Having g nt 
maturity in the spirit world, this dear fellow told me he w 
now in a musical sphere, from whence he was helping me ir 


work, too. The other speaker рал 


me, J- L— Noticing my bewilderment, Mr. Duguid 
intervened with an explanation ‘He is another of your 
musical guides who lived at G .” Then followed a special 
message of encouragement, for which I am truly f ) my 


newly-found friend. 

Before the 
other 
'The latter had passed over before hi 


itting terminated, Mrs. H received two 


husband and her son respectively 


from her ) 
cond birthday, but, like 


greetings, 


ther side 


my own brother, had reached man's estate on the 


The former said, " Don't worry abo much. I am all 
right” ; then, moving the trumpet wards Mrs. H arried 
daughter, who was also one of the sitters, the v d, “I'm 


looking after you, too, and the dear children It wa 


affectionate message of a father to his daughter. 
of course, would say that it contained no ev idence of identity; 
but it brought more comfort to the recipient than any amount 
of self-imposed tests could have done. Two other ladies, 
C——, Mr. K , and Мг. R—— W 
with spirit greetings during the séance. 
If I were asked to ; 


say it was an evening to be long remembered. 


were all favour 


should 


ıe least 


ersonal impressions I 


Not t 


> my 


interesting feature of it was the exceptionally fine clairvoyance 
kindly given by Mr Tyrre ll atthe close. He had a 
Roberts 


message 


Johnson herself 


for nearly every sitter, and gave Mrs. 


quite half a dozen clairvoyant descriptions of her departed 


identified. In the of such 


she presence 


thin, 


friends, whom 


powerful mediums as these, one realises how after 
all, is the veil between us and our disembodied loved ones. 
The evidence their psychic gifts afford ought to be more 
than suflicient for all intelligent men and women, except, 
of course, those whose minds are already warped by precon- 
ceived fallacies, theological kinks, or prejudice. Communion 
with the "dead" is a fact as demonstrable as wireless tele- 
“Collective hallucination,” 


what are these but phrases, mere distortions of fact, 


phony. “ subconscious cerebra- 


tion”: 
designed to obscure for a while the ultimate triumph of the 
main issue? Life is continuous, death is only an incident. 
Surely the time is rapidly approaching when that arch-humbug, 
the fear of death, shall for ever cease to hold in tyrannous 
thrall the enlightened minds of men! By divine, but natural, 
their 


bereaved souls on earth may once more know 


laws, operating through these human instruments, 


The touch of a vanished hand, 
And the sound of a voice that is still. 


Taere are kindly misanthropes just as there are pitiless 
philanthropists. —G. 
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OFFICE OF "LIGHT," 110, ST. MARTIN'8 LANE, 
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A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research. 


Prick TWOPENCE WEEKLY. 


COMMUNICATIONS intended to be printed should be addressed to 
the Editor, Office of Ілонт, 110, St. Martin's-lane, London, W.C. 
Business communications should in all cases be addressed to Mr. 
F. W. South, Office of Ілонт, to whom Cheques and Postal Orders 
should be made payable. 


Subscription Rates.—Licur may be had free by post on the following 
terms :—Twelve months, 10s. 10d. ; six months, 5s. 5d. Payments 
must be made advance. To United States, 200]. 70c. To France, 
Italy, &c., 15 francs 86 centimes. 


Wholesale Agents: Messrs. Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton, Kent and 
Co., Ltd., 31, Paternoster-row, London, E.C., and Ілонт can be 
ordered through all Newsagents and Booksellers. 


APPLICATIONS by Members and Associates of the London Spirit- 
ualist Alliance, Ltd., for the loan of books from the Alliance 
Library should be addressed to the Librarian, Mr. B. D. Godfrey, 
Office of the Alliance, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C. 


PAPER, PRINT AND TELEPATHY. 

It isa common observation that material riches and 
spiritual well-being are rarely or never found together. 
The soul is clogged by ease and security ; it flourishes best 
in an unkindly soil, rain-beaten and buffeted by winds. 
That is no ideal state for it, and will not always be its 
destiny. But adversity would seem to be the spiritual 


dispensation of our own day—a state of struggling to attain, 


of enduring that we may become strong, of being ‘ baffled 
to fight better," But although privation and struggle are 


not good things in themselves— poverty, as Dr. Johnson 
truly remarked, is “a very great evil"—they are often 
very necessary correctives, and when faced boldly and wisely 
yield great compensations. The alchemy of the Spirit turns 
everything to account; its resources are infinite. It puts 
to shame the most ingenious synthetic chemistry of earth, 
for the " 


be temporarily deprived is never a doubtful imitation of the 


substitute " it offers for anything of which we may 


original: it is always something finer and more precious. 


We are threatened with a paper famine ; the means of 


conveying thought by written or printed characters are to 


be restricted. ‘That, of course, will be disagreeable, and 


even in many cases disastrous. Businesses will go down 


some have already fallen—and for many the means of 


livelihood will have disappeared. In a civilisation so 
mechanical, artificial and complex as that in which we are 
To say that this, like 


recent deprivations, will 


living it could hardly be otherwise. 


many other of our 


prove an 


instructive lesson in the art of doing without, and thus 


returning to more salutary and simple forms of life, would 


be a mere platitude, although none the less true. We are 


thinking rather of a more specific consolation the quicken 


ing effect upon thought when its more mechanical modes of 
expression are reduced. ‘Telepathy comes into the argu 
ment in a manner less remote than in the days when its 
reality was not so well demonstrated. 

A large proportion of the reading of the last forty 


years with its torrent of cheap book newspapers and 


magazines has amounted to little more than a drugging 


of the mind, dulling its alertne ind distracting its atten 


tion from many things of more consequence, ‘The cheap 
ness of paper and print brought about а tyle of literature 


that was “cheap” in all sense Some time ago an 
London journal remarked on the 
daily 


glued 


observant. writer in n 
spectacle of train loads of men and women on their 


journeys to and from the City ll with their eyi 
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to newspapers, blind to all the life and 
them. The book of Nature 


ever affect 


scenery about 
which no paper famine cay 
had become for the time a closed book. 


It needs no great courage to venture on the statement 


that a reduction of the facilities for reading—which 
facilities necessarily mean much reading of what is purely 


trivial matter—will result in a stimulus to thought and 
observation. (The best books, the finest literature, would 
always remain, for we should find some menns of perpetua 
ting them even if all the supplies of wood-pulp failed us) 
Even to-day amongst minds ~ bemused with many books 
the reality of thought-transferenee has revealed itself ir 
apparently capricious and certainly unexpected ways. ‘Ther 
is no doubt that a vast amount of 


what we know a 


“psychic evidences” is continually presented to our mind 
but passes unnoticed because our attention is drawn away 
to things of less moment. ‘Too many of us, as Francis 
Thompson wrote, gain no hint of the presence of the 
angels because we pass them with “ estrangéd faces.” And 
it is the same with those quick communications between 
soul and soul—messages for ever coming and going in 
millions. We fail to mark them, except in very rare in 
stances, because of the distractions of the senses and the 
obsession of paper and print. The Printing Press has 
done a mighty work, but, even so, the " good custom" of 
reading may have its tendency to "corrupt the world. 
Perhaps it is time that pens should rest that the spirit may 
For, after 
we do not like the word, it savours 


write its messages in its own electric fashion. 
all, it is by telepathy- 
of the scientific workshop, but it will serve—it is by tele 
pathy that the Universal Mind communicates with human 
minds, and that they, in turn, as spirits communicate witli 
each other. The limitation of the objective methods may 
and should render us more alert to the interior realities. 
To the quickened understanding, even the languages of 
gestures and looks can be more eloquent than many printed 
pages, and the sound of a voice convey more than its 
words, "Thought has other and more instant means than 
human speech, spoken or written, which indeed may be 
used rather to conceal thought than to express it. Telepathy 
may well become to us a vital thing with the partial 
eclipse of more mechanical devices. The mighty torrent of 
words, written often with travail and tedium, which the 
Printing Press has poured through our minds during the 
last few decades has perhaps worn a channel for higher 
and more subtle methods of expression. In this way, as 
in others, we advance from the fettered state to the free 
one, from material complications to spiritual simplicities, 
learning as we go many secrets of life for which we study 
printed pages in vain. The famine of the body will have 


meant n feast of the soul. 


IN our next issue will appear a further article by Mr. David 
Wilson on his system of psychie telegraphy, with some remark- 
able messages, 

Two Wonrps IN FgLLowsnuir.—When the light of reality 
reaches us and we begin to see that death is only an incident, 
not a climax; that it does not put out of our reach the friends 
to whom we are closely bound by faithful affection and sym- 
pathy, then we find ourselves face to face with a plain and 
urgent duty. We must not ourselves raise a barrier between 
them and us by making ourselves unfit to hold communion 
with them ; we must act as those who trust their love and are 
ready to welcome their presence and to receive those impres- 
sions which they can make on our minds when we are attentive 
and at peace, It may be—I think it often is—the case that 
they can finish their work, cut abruptly short, through those 
on earth, they can make us understand what they want us to 
do, they can help us to do it, they can live with us and learn 
with us, without any hurt, but with advantage to their spiritual 
progress, if we are worthy and if we realise our duty towards 


them,— From “ The Bridge of Death," by Н. A. DALLAS, 


Pa | 


or 
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THE SCIENTIFIC 
PHYSICAL 


INVESTIGATION OF 
PHENOMENA. 


Nores or Some Recent EXPERIMENTS 


By W. J. CnAwronp, D.Sc. 


XXVIIL—LEkvirATION WITH PLATFORM АТ VARIO! 
OVER THE FLOOR. 


HEIGHTS 


Before I carried out the second experiment on the varying 
height of the platform from which levitation was effected 
(see article XX VII.), I made a slight alteration to the séance 
table, which affected its weight a little. Up to that time the 
table had possessed two light wooden bars across its width at 
either end near the floor, their object being, of course, to add 
rigidity to the legs. 
essential to levitation 1 had them sawn off 


In order to show that these were not 


Jwperiment 46. 


Date of test—January 16th, 1916. 

Weight of table—10lb. 

Dimensions of platform (see article XX VIJ.)—12in. x 9in 
Initial no-load reading on balance due to weight of 


apparatus—9lb. 
ы. Ш 
Height of platform from | " 
Which levitation is effected | Net vertical reaction on platform 
(in inches). during levitation (in pounds 
Test A. Test B 
1 0 0 
3 E i i 
» | 
5 | 22 26 
| 
7 27 jl 
9 4 j 
11 363 38 


The method of carrying out the two tests A and B was as 
follows: I first did test A, commencing with the platform at its 
nearest distance to the floor and taking either two or three 
levitations for each height, so as to obtain the results as 
accurately as possible. When 1 had worked through all the 
heights in this way, 1 went right through them again from 
bottom to top (test B). It will be observed that there is a 
variation of a few pounds in some of the heavier readings 
between the two sets. 

During the course of the séance, over twenty separate levi- 
tations were given by the operators. 

I wish to emphasise a particular point with regard to this 
experiment—a point which I think will eventually prove to be 
of great importance in the elucidation of the mystery of psychic 
force, It is this; At the greater heights—those in which the 
reactions are heavy—the downward vertical force on the plat- 
form did not become steady (as might have been expected) as 
вооп аз levitation was effected. On the contrary, the force in 
all cases continued to increase for n couple of seconds or so 
after levitation. From 51b. to 8lb. is my estimate of the amount 
of downward force added after levitation was complete, and 
before the pointer on the balance ceased moving, which it, 
however, eventually did in all c: The readings given above 
represent the final steady values. 

And now а word or two on the interpretation of the results. 
The three experiments, although they do not give identical 
results for the different heights, are, however, fairly consistent. 
They all show— 

I. That on the floor, and for two or three inches above it, 
there is no reaction (thus verifying the results of previous 
experiments), 


LLG Er 5: 


2. A ve ht reaction i» t not і t 
three inches from the 
The reaction in all three 154 ıddenly van } 
instance, IN expe ient 45, f t 7 à 
from 3lbs, to І t 40, test А, Т 
inch 5, it changes from lb. te test B, f t 
inch 5, from 11b. to 261b 
1, After the sudden increase | 
to in (3), the rate of increase of pre о wit eight 
liminishes 
- ( 
- 
l'he gi w the reaction vark T} 
seems first to be a gra f pressure (A), then a sudden 


rise (B), and then a slower and fairly uniform increase (C 


The results of ‚ш my estimation, quite 
consistent with th гу. Although they no 
give identical readings ї‹ ize of platform 
same height, yet they g he same kind 1 1 1 
lt is not to be expected that the results would be t 
it is reasonable to suppose that the lengt antileve 
would vary somewhat on different evenings and even at differe 


its general shape m 


times on the same evening 


subject to some slight alte 
A REPLY TO “W. B. P. 


L have read “W. B. P.’s” letter in Licur of January 29th, 


and while I have not the slightest. objection to criticism, 
I object to anonymous criticism and especially criticism vid 


y regarding 


anonymous sources. If anyone has an) 
the validity of this experimental research he must come out 
nto the open. I have no doubt that " W. B. P." writes in 
perfectly good faith and that this aspect of the question has not 
occurred to him. 

Meantime, for the information of the general reader, I may 
say, аз appears in Licur in several places, that an ordinary gas 
flame enclosed in red glass is burning during the whole period of 
each séance; that independently of that, I have taken full 
precautions that unconscious mediumistie action has nothing 
to do with the phenomena; that anyone who thinks that the 
cantilever theory means that the medium is supporting the 
table with her feet or with any other part of her physical 


body, is arguing on unstable premises 


To love—that is the true revelation, the lifting up of the 
veil. It is as different from simply being loved as night is from 
day.—Mmns. OLIPHANT. 

"Тнк “Theosophist” for January, we notice, contained an 
article, “Spirit Life and Spirit Activity,” by John Page 
Hopps. A note prefixed to the article suggests that the 
editor of our contemporary is under the impression that the 
Rev. John Page Hopps is still amongst us in the mundane 
sense of the phrase. As our readers know, he departed this 
life some years ago, Possibly, however, by the statement that 
Mr. Hopps "is one of the best-known exponents of Spirit- 
ualism,” our contemporary intends an affirmation of the con- 
tinued existence and activity of our old friend. The article is, 


of course, a reprint. 
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS. 


The Friday afternoon meetings of the Alliance attract 
numerous thoughtful Members and Associates interested in the 
many questions arising out of their studies of the phenomena 
trance 
mediumship are always well illustrated by the ability with which 
the inspirers of Mrs, M. H. Wallis deal with the various 
On Friday afternoon, the 4th inst., a 
number of interesting questions were fully dealt with, and the 


and philosophy of Spiritualism. The resources of 


problems submitted. 


following is a brief résumé of some of the answers. 

An inquiry how a spirit distinguished a medium from other 
persons elicited the reply that it was usually by the aura. The 
psychic qualities which gave the power of response to spirit 
influence were readily discernible, and spirits who desired to 
with earth were 


communicate drawn instinctively towards 


persons so endowed. In many cases, of course, the psychic 


qualities of the individual had been the subject of observation 


on the spirit side since birth, and such powers had been spirit- 
ually tended and developed 


Some persons, however, although 


possessed of mediumis s, by their positive attitude of 


mind made it impossible for those powers to be utilised. 
Those who had mediumistic qualities were advised to cultivate 
them if they desired to serve their fellows by providing a 
means whereby the influence of those in the next stage of life 
could be employed in improving the conditions of this. 

Asked whether those in the next life were as acutely con- 
scious of the titanic struggle now raging as those on earth, and 
whether they suffered accordingly, the control replied at con- 
siderable length. The men and women of the spirit world 
were as various in their dispositions as those here, and when 
they had not passed to those higher states where larger views 
of life enabled them to discern the events of the world’s life 
in their true proportions, they often suffered intensely by 
their sympathies. All life being inter-related, it was impossible, 
of course, that the great tragedy of to-day should be without 
its effect on spirit beings even when not directly concerned 
with the world’s affairs, but the extent to which each was 
Those 
to the afflicted on earth and in 
endeavouring to combat the evil effects of the war, found 


affected varied immensely with his or her conditions. 


whose work lay in ministerir 


naturally that their wisest attitude was one of calmness and 
self-possession just as was the case with the nurses, doctors 


and others engaged in the same work on the material side. 


The fact that those on earth seem in some cases to be able 
by their sympathies to aid spirit people in distress better than 
can the spirits by whom they are surrounded was suggestively 
explained. It was well known that many persons, after leaving 
the body, absolutely declined to believe that they were " dead.” 
Prejudice and preconception, the outcome of wrong teaching 
concerning the conditions of life after death, were active causes 
insuch cases. Nothing would convince these people that they 
had undergone the great change, so long as the matter rested 
on arguments drawn from the things and people around them. 
They knew that they were alive and in surroundings that seemed 
to them as real as those of the life they had always known. 
Nothing in their new state corresponded with their idea of 
death, and in their unawakened consciousness they re-lived 
their old earth experiences, It was often necessary to bring 
them again into touch with persons on the physical side of life 
in order to enforce the lesson that they were actually dwelling 
in the spirit-world ы 


1etimes it might happen that some 
afflicted soul could only be effectively appealed to by persons in 
mortal life with whom he was more in sympathy than with 
those in his immediate surroundings. These could convince 
him where his spirit neighbours might fail. 

The control did not accept the proposition of another 
inquirer that it was impossible intellectually 
question of spirit existence. 


to grasp the 
Nor would he admit that there 
was any gap or line of demarcation between the highest or 
most refined condition of matter and the lowest grade of 
spiritual substance. The fact was that the two conditions 
interpenetrated each other, — Material affected 
In this way the spirit body 


There 


conditions 
spiritual activities and vice рела, 
was elaborated by the processes of the physical body. 
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was no real barrier between the two states, however much 
differences in consciousness and degrees of perception might 


seem to give the effect of separateness. 


TRANSITION OF MR. W. S. BURTON. 

Mr. William Shakespeare Burton, of 4, Belmont Park, Lee, 
passed peacefully away on the 26th ult, in his ninety-third year 
Mr. Burton, who was the father of Miss Violet Burton, th 
well-known inspirational speaker, was an artist of repute (a 
gold medallist of the Royal Academy), and the painter of pic 
A follower of the 
pre-Raphaelite movement, Mr. Burton worked at his art until 


tures which attained considerable celebrity. 


the last, completing a drawing only a few days before the end 

Although not taking any publie part in the movement, Mr 
Burton was a Spiritualist of many years' standing, and in his 
earlier career endured much as a result of his beliefs, which 
he never sought to disguise, — He was, like many born artists, 
of an exceedingly retiring nature, yet a man of impressive pre- 
sence and strong individuality, and his critical judgment was 
frequently exercised in connection with the artistic cults and 
movements of his time. The sympathy of all who know her 
will go out to Miss Violet Burton in her bereavement. Of her 
father, eager in spirit though old in years, she may think as of 
some happy warrior who does but take a brief and well-earned 
rest ere, like Browning’s Ben Ezra, he goes forth 


" Once more on my adventure brave and new." 


A GENERATION AGO. 


(From “Licur” or FEBRUARY 13тн, 1886.) 


The younger of the once-renowned brothers Didier, A 


and Adolphe, departed this life last December. They surprised 
Europe about forty years ago by their marvellous gift of clair- 
voyance: some striking proofs of it are recorded in the Rev, 
Chauncey Hare Townshend's work on Mesmerism. They were 
natives of Paris; and Alexis made that city his permanent 
abode, while Adolphe preferred to settle in London, where he 
exercised his gifts in clairvoyance and magnetism until a few 
years ago, when he removed, with his English wife and two ac- 
complished daughters, to Paris. During his life in England he 
was esteemed by everyone who knew him, as one excellent in 
every relation of life. His remains were followed to the grave 
by numerous friends. His brother Alexis has still his gift of 


clairvoyance in strength. 


The Rey. Dr. Babb waxes warm in a recent number of the 
" Occident” against a certain medium, the reason being that 
“he has given Spiritualistic exhibitions at so much per head, 
and written Spiritualistie books for pay." 
the " Golden Gate," 
fuses to accept a salary for his ministerial services, and that he 


Our contemporary, 
consequently infers that “Dr. Babb re 


Of course 
he must, or he wouldn't question the right of the medium te 


writes religious books and pamphlets to give away ! 


earn a modest support by the practice of his mediumisti 
gifts." 


such grounds come to their senses ? 


When will some divines who oppose Spiritualism on 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


E. P. P.— (“Urim and Thummim.") Thank you for th 
letter, but you will see that the points you raise have been 
already dealt with. 

HELENA Swow,.—We sympathise with the feeling that 
prompted your letter on Animal Survival, but regret inability 
to use it. There is plenty of evidence that some animals sur 
vive, and there is doubtless compensation for the suffering W 
which you allude. 


Happiness is a sunbeam, which may pass through 4 
thousand bosoms without losing a particle of its original таў 
SIR P, SIDNEY. 


February 12, 191 6.) 


FATE OR FREE-WILL? 


THe ETERNAL QUESTION 


By H. Ernest HUNT 


The problem as to whether fate or free-will rules in life is as 
old as life itself. Logic and reason weighing up the matter 
give their verdict in favour of fate, but instinct ever rebels. 
Deep down within each of us there is revulsion at the creed 
that would make us the sport of the high gods, and degrade us 
to the position of puppets with all the pomp and circumstance 
of our surroundings to be the stage accessories of this ош 
drama of life. 

Yet the argument for fate would seem unanswerable ; 
cannot be effect without cause, and therefore antecedent causes 
must rule in every life. Astrology, which can tell a man’s 
characteristics and foresee the outstanding crises of his life 
from his mere birth-hour, seems to corroborate this, and cases 
of veridical prevision, by no means unknown in psychic circles, 
all help to rivet upon the unhappy individual the chains that 
fetter his freedom and nullify his pretensions to mastery over 
his own fate. Sense and commonsense combine to proclaim 
man’s impotence in the face of dominating events 
him to travel life’s road the sport and creature of forces far 
outside his own control. 

But instinct still 
flutters within its cage, ceaselessly seeking an 
must be some way out, some flaw in the argument that strikes 


there 


ux ют 


like bird, 


remains a rebel, and, some 


outlet; there 


no answering chord of truth within ourselves. Consecrate fate 


as the figurehead of life, and the joy and the hope vanish, the 
rosy dream changes to a nightmare; deny us the chance to 
exercise our free-will, and we find existence naught but a pur- 
poseless mockery. But instinct is a rebel still, and instinct is 
right. 

Бо long as a man is identified with his body, is delimited 
by his five senses and determined by the structure of his mate- 
rial envelope, so long the argument for fate is unanswerable, 
50 long he must be the creature of his environment and of the 
antecedent forces that have made him what he is. But it is so 
fatally easy to overlook the solution offered by the view that a 
man is by no means to be considered as simply and solely his 
body: so long as he is deemed so to be, the logic that argues 
for fate is rigorous and unyielding, but if we demonstrate the 
falsity of that hypothesis the whole superstructure of deter- 
minism is undermined. We have come upon the loophole 
Whence reason may emerge to join forces with instinct 

Man is spirit, inhabiting and animating a body, and not 
їз їп the ordinary religious parlance a mortal man having an 
immortal soul. The distinction is profound and fundamental. Noi 
is it fancy, or poetry, or fiction ; forthe chain between material 
and spiritual phenomena is clear and progressive and with- 
out break. It proceeds from the ordinary things of everyday, 
the events and happenings that are our daily commonplaces, to 
the phenomena shown in the waking state by suggestion and the 
operation of the will; thence it continues on to hypnotic 
phenomena pure and simple, and finally this merges into a 
region of psychic experiences which demand as a precedent to 
апу satisfactory working hypothesis that man is a- spirit 
temporarily incarnated to-day. 
connecting link between the normal and the psychic, but it 
cannot be too strongly urged that hypnotic phenomena them- 
selves are but those of everyday life in a highly intensified 
and concentrated form. 

Tf Lam identified with my bodily form and limited to my 
purely physical powers and conceptions, then Lam able only 
to look on life through the medium of my physical equipment ; 
Tecan only accept the messages which my senses telegraph to 
their headquarters in my brain; I can only think as the result 
of, and along the lines of, my experience. In such case 1 could 
not conceive of things as other than 1 knew them, and I should 
indeed, be the slave of my sense-impressions and the victim of 
my fate. 

On the contrary, however, I have imagination at my ser- 
view and the constructive machinery of thought to work my 
Pohost; T ean. see things as they appeal to the evidence of my 


Hypnosis is invaluable as the 
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ens but I can yet conceive and picture them differently 
with the aid of my imagination and my power of visualising. I 
can, for example, see my child ill and suffering, and I can 
accept the idea of her illness and suffering as inevitable and 


t I even intensify and increase it 
I car 
trong, in fine disregard of 
ld and 


bow to it, but in accepting i 


by adding the influence of my ill-thought thereto; or 


conceive and picture her well and 


all the evidence of my senses, I can intensify and hol 


give actuality to that thought-influence, and in a measure he 
to drive away and overcome the illness, My mental influence 


can, and inevitably does, go into the one scale or 


in this and every other case it helps or it harms, even though 


it seem to do nothing at all, for the unseen forces that encom- 
pass us are subtle and silent [f I believe in 
to understand them, they come, in proportion to my knowledge 
if I roundly deny their very 


them and strive 


and capacity, to my service; 
existence, naturally enough they are paralysed by the sug 
tion. I am free or bound precisely ording to my 


I can be poor and yet conceive myself with no la f 
means; I can hold to my own-made image of wealth and refus 
to allow the evidence of my senses to come before the court ; I 
myself am judge, and I rule ch evidence prejudicial and inad- 
missible Thus the influence that operate ny thought- 
world, presently to be manifested in my n 51 lings 
is not the influence of that which actually exist ıt that 
which I in my freedom decree shall presently a If, ther 
I accept things at their face value I am r it I post 
late the things I will has ind work for the n thought. ther 
I take the reins of government myself and ‹ wetter state 
than the actual. I outrange that wh otherw vould be my 
fate I am the architect who sees the m, and in his mind 
eye plans the spacious hall upon its site in due course to take 
shape, as my thoughts do. Yet were it the saving grace 
of imagination to transcend the fetters of sense my a tect 
would be bound to gaze with no far-seeing eye про! s fate 
slum, and I sl € ndemned te 
present 

I am here to-day, placed here inevitably by the causes that 
combined in the past to forge my chain of umstan 
granted, I know it. But there dawns on me the conception of 

I see myself there in my body 


my divinity, of myself as spirit 
as the summation of clear-cut causes beyond doubt; but what 


of my “illumination,” my “conversion,” my ~ inner vision 
call it what yon like—what of my new conception of my owr 
illimitable self? Неге is indeed new factor, and yon 
doctrine of fate held sway and dominance conditionally upon 
the absence of such, upon the assumption that all the factors 
were known and weighed. Fate to be an effective machine 
other 


must put in cause at one end and grind out effect at the 


as WE хе 


it has no countenance for unforeseen incursions 
here Fate has been doing all the drawing upon one plane 
and here I come with my particular line upon another; fate 
deals in plane geometry, and I complicate the matter by 
introducing solids. Fate stalks relentlessly along the material 
high-road, and I langh’at him from my vantage ground off 1 
route altogether “Come dowi he says, “for here on thi 
road Pm your master; this is solid ground where one may 
walk, milestone by milestone, and be sure of it But whi 
soos by tho long, slow road I'm over tho fields and away, and 


reach heart’s desire or ever he has turned the corner 


Can anyone deny that by my thoughts | inevitably mould 
he does, let 


my temperament and my character lf 
him investigate hypnotic 
that my 


All modern research 


phenomena and learn better 


without weighty effect 


gives him the lie. Can 


anyone assert thonghts are 


upon my body * 
anyone deny that my circumstances pivot largely upon my 


character” He is denying the obvious, Can anyone deny 


that my circumstances weave themselves into the pattern of 


my destiny Can anyone, in short, contend that my th 


have not the power largely to influence my fate If so, 1 
should be interested in his logic 
I roundly assert that the paramount influence in my life is 


what I think, that the dominant factor is the power of thought, 


for be it ever remembered not one single idea is lost to the 
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subconscious self, not one is without its due and measured 
influence in my mentality, for of these thoughts my most real 
self is for all time compounded, And, as the architect of my 
good or ill becoming, I can conceive things that have no basis 
in what we call fact, things that run counter to the dictates of 
experience, things that flatly deny circumstance as it is to-day ; 
and thought by thought, step by step, I can bring these into being. 

This is my freedom, the freedom of my will and my birth- 
right, to be one thing and to be able to become another, at once 
the creature and the creator: to have my mortal being on the 
material plane and to forge my destiny in the spiritual. From 
this my coign of vantage I see the dull grind of cause and 
effect—that everlasting chain—in the physical realm, but in 
the kingship of my soul I withdraw from the world of the 
senses and I proclaim that what would be shall not bé. I, the 
free spirit, am nowise so enmeshed in the flesh that I must go 
all the way with it and work out its slow graduations of onic 
progress. It is the truth that makes us free and love that 
casts out our fear, and with my spiritual eye I can foresee a 
greater, grander future than ever mere wits can grasp. I see 
fate, I see spirit; but well I know that that spirit is lord over 
fate to limit and debar its powers, and where it would but 
exnet depression and tears, there spirit comes with good cheer 
in its train, to give us hope unquenchable and gladness naught 
may mar, 


A SCOTTISH SEER. 


Those who enjoy the friendship of Miss McCreadie, the 
Scottish seer, know her to be a woman of ready sympathy and 
generous impulse, possessing a fund of true Scottish kindliness. 
She has been clairvoyant from childhood, and while quite a 
young girl developed powers of psychometry and healing, her 
first essay in the latter direction resulting in the curing of her 
father,who was suffering from paralysis, and who afterwards 
took a keen interest in the development of her psychic gifts. 
Her friends regarded her gifts (which were sadly out of tune 
with their orthodox beliefs) with no little misgiving, and it 
was not until many years had passed that they became recon- 
ciled to the idea of mediumship. 

Our seer recalls one episode which shows very signi- 
ficantly the feeling with which Spiritualism was regarded in the 
days of her girlhood, even by those people who might have 
been expected to possess some degree of tolerance. A visitor 
at her home in Scotland, hearing a voice speaking in a foreign 
tongue, remarked to her mother: “Surely you have a Hindoo 
staying here, as I hear somebody praying in Hindustani.” On 
learning that Miss McCreadie was under control in an adjoin- 
ing room, he insisted, with every sign of repugnance, on taking 
his departure. He was a man who had travelled extensively in 
India, and was familiar with several of the native dialects; he 
confessed that he knew nothing about Spiritualism, and while 
admitting that the voice, intonation, and accent were un- 
doubtedly those of a Hindoo, he was afraid to stop and 
investigate the phenomenon. 

Miss MeCreadie has a successful record of some twenty 
years’ platform experience as a clairvoyant, in all parts of this 
country, as well as on the Continent. Some years ago, while 
travelling in France, she was impressed with a foreboding of 
future turmoil and treachery, and on returning predicted a 
great international conflict having its origin with the German 
people, who would attempt an invasion of this country. This 
predietion was uttered by the medium to numerous friends, 
including the parents of the present writer, 

The medium relates one of her experiences, in which 
she was the means of saving a would-be suicide. A man, ap- 
parently in great distress, came to her and, without giving any 
details of his affairs, asked for a private séance. She advised 
him to go at once to his office, where he would meet a business 
friend who would hand him a sum of money sufficient to tide 
over his difficulties. The medium saw nothing further of this 
client for two years, when he called unexpectedly, saying that 
at the time of his previous visit he had become financially in- 
volved, and that it had been his intention to take his own life 
had the medium been unable to indicate any hope of improve- 
ment in his affairs; as a mark of his gratitude he insisted on 
making her a handsome present. 

Miss MeCreadie, it may be added, has given proofs of the 
reality of spirit intercourse to several of the most distinguished 
investigators of psychie science, especially in. the direction of 
identity. Some of these proofs are described in a book by a 
well-known writer (in the library of the London Spiritualist 
Allianee) in which the medium figures under another name. 

D, N, G, 
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SIDELIGHTS. 


“Н.Н. M." appeals for enlightenment from our readers on 
the following point: "If the statement I sometimes see in 
Liaur is correct that human thought is creative, ‘it doth 
follow as the night the day’ that the gods of various kinds and 
ages may be but creations of human thought. Then ' What 
is truth °’ Is there behind such man-created Gods—What ?— 
Who?" 


A correspondent, * S. T.,” expresses his conviction that the 
best evidence for the doetrine of vicarious atonement is found 
through Spiritualism. We can "take on the death conditions 
and in some cases the spiritual burdens of our departed friends, 
we сап help them to throw off their physical disabilities, ќе," 
and this, he holds, is “nothing else than vicarious atonement 
in miniature.” 


Fresh indications that Mars is habitable are afforded by 
photographs of the planet’s spectrum taken last winter in 
Professor Lowell’s observatory at Flagstaff, Arizona, and pub- 
lished in the January “Scientia.” These show the existence in 
its atmosphere of oxygen and a watery vapour. Both, how- 
ever, are very scarce, and it seems more than ever probable that 
a great part of Mars is desert, and that the lines which cross its 
surface are actual canals or belts of vegetation along canals 


Many years ago we possessed a tame siskin and were much 
charmed with its engaging ways, but it failed to confide to us 
the following amusing superstition which we find narrated in 
the "Saturday Westminster's” Nature Notes: ` There is very 
little folk-lore connected with the siskin, but in Bohemia and 
the Tyrol it is supposed to share with the swallow and the 
raven the power of procuring a stone that will make its pos- 
sessor invisible. "The difficulty of procuring the stone seems to 
be that as soon as the bird brings the magic stone into the nest, 
for the purpose of restoring life to one of its young, the site 
of the nest becomes invisible, which probably accounts for the 
scarcity of this form of magic.” 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


* Light“ and its Friends, 
Sim,—l enclose cheque for my subscription to Тлонт and 
to the L.S.A. Although suffering from loss of business, c., 
this is the very last subscription I should give up.—Yours, fe, 


Hoo 


D. D. 


suggest—it is 


Home. 

Sin,—May I pure conjecture—that the 
memorial in Edinburgh referred to by Mr. Stanley Gordon was 
erected by Dr. Robert Chambers, of that city?’ His sympa- 
thetie introduetion to Home's autobiography and his interest 
in the medium make the surmise not unreasonable.— Yours, 
«&e., 

ARTHUR BUTCHER, 


Dr. Crawford's Experiments. 


Sır,—In your issue of the 29th ult. we 
experiments of Dr. W. J. 


notice that the 
Crawford have been questioned on 
the ground that the phenomena occur in darkness (necessitating 
elaborate preeautions ngainst deception). 

We have attended some of these séances and beg to be 
allowed to state that on each occasion on which we have been 
present the phenomena have occurred in sufticient light to 
observe clearly all the sitters, including the medium. 

А gas jet is fixed in a box, one side of which consists of a 
sheet of ruby glass approximately 9in. by 7iin., and in this 
light we have been able to read newspaper print at a distance 
of over one foot from the glass front, the medium being placed 
from 5ft. to 7ft. therefrom, and we have thus been able to 
clearly follow all happenings. 

We vouch for the fact that the table is levitated in an 
approximately horizontal plane to the extent of at least Win, 
and without physieal contaet with either medium or sitters. 

We understand that 7// experiments have been conducted 


under these conditions unless otherwise stated.— Yours, &e., 


Ernest W. OATEN, 
President. 
Hanson G. Hey, 
Secretary, 
Spiritualists’ National Union, 


A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Resa 


“Ligat! More Ілонт !”— Goethe. 


Ч WHATSOEVER DOTH MAKE MANIFEST IS LIGHT !”— Paul, 


No, 1,832.—Vor. XXXVI. 


London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd., 


110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 


Programme of Meetings for the Coming Week. 


TUESDAY, February 22nd, at 3 p.m.— 
Members Free; Associates and Friends, 1з. each. 
Seance for Clairvoyant Descriptions Mrs. WESLEY ADAMS. 
NO admission after 3 o'clock. 
THURSDAY, February 24th, at 5 p.m.— 
Admission Is.; Members and Associates Free. 
Psychic Olass... Mr. W. J. V. ANSTONE. 
Lecture on “ Precious Stones- ` Their Psychic Properties and Powers. 


FRIDAY, February 25th, at 4 p.m.— 
Admission 1s. ; Members and Associates Free. 
Talks with a Spirit Control Mrs. M. Н. Wats. 


Members’ and Associates’ Subscriptions for 1916 
ARE NOW OVERDUE, 


And should be forwarded at once, payable to 
HENRY WiTBALL, Hon. Treasurer. 


Subscription to December 31st, 1916, 
MEMBERS, One Guinea. ASSOCIATES. Half. a-Guinea. 


For further particulars see p. 58. 


The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd., 
Will hold SUNDAY EVENING MEETINGS at 6.30 o'clock at 
11, NEW OXFORD STREET, W.C. 
(Close to Tottenham Court-road Tube Station). 
SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, 
MR. H. اا‎ HUNT, 
adress, 
лу 27th—Mrs. Mary Inkpen, Short Address аса Clairvoyance 


"Admission Free. Collection. Inquirers cordially invited. Doors open 
& at 6 p.m. No admission after 6.40 p.m. 
CENTRE OF LIGHT AND TRUTH 
(Church of Higher Mysticism). 
The London Academy of Music, 
22, Princes Street, Cavendish Square, W. 
ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 201m. 
Morning, 11.15 ... > No Meeting until next advertised, 
Evening, 7 ... in кс P Mrs. FAIROLOUGH SMITH, 
" Inspirational Address, “ The Aura." 
Healing Service after evening meeting. 


THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION, 
18b, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W. 


: ` SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20ru. 

At 11 a.m. ч МЕ. Е. W. BEARD. 
At 7 p.m. MR. PERCY Е. BFARD. 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 238D, AT 7.30 PAL, 

MR. G. F. DOUGLAS. 


CHALDEAN LIBRARY & READING ROOM. 


prising Books on New Thought, UB hical prm 
ч б 


Theasophy. Occultism, Yogi Philosophy, 
Writing Room, &с. Luncheon апа Nei Room! 
Tenus: 3 months 1 volume  .. 10a, 6d. 
6 3 x 2 volumes... £1 1s. ба. 
12 15 З volumes... £2 2s. 0d. 


Secretary, 
(Vel, Gerrard 1442. 


For Catalogue, &c., apply to 


14, Jermyn Street, Piccadilly, W. 


[Registered as] Sarurpay, Fesrvary 19, 1916. 


Price TworENCE. 


r > 
a Newspaper. 
- PERE ] Per post, 10s. 10d. perannum, 


NEW CHEAP EDITION. 


THE 


SURVIVAL OF MAN. 


À Study in Unrecognised Human Faculty. 
By SIR OLIVER LODGE, F.RS. 


The author gives an account of some of his own investiga- 
tions into matters connected with psychical research during 
thelast quarter of a century. The largest section of the 
book treats of automatic writing, trance speech, and other 
instances of temporary clairvoyant lucidity, for in this de 

partment of the subject he considers that the most direct 
evidence for continued personal existence and posthumous 
activity will be found. The present book is intended to 
show that telepathic communication may come through 
from the other side, and that this view is entitled to critical 

and careful consideration. 


Cloth, 239 pages, 1/2) net post free. 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 


THE WAR AND AFTER 


Short Chapters on Subjects of Serious 
Practical Import for the Average Citizen 
in A.D. 1915 Onwards. 


By SIR OLIVER LODGE, F.R.S., 


Principal of the University of Birmingham. 


Fourth Edition. 
Boards, 235 pages, Pocket Edition, 1s, 2d. net post free. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 


THE BRIDGE OF DEATH. 
Some Thoughts for the Bereaved. 
By H. A. DALLAS. 
24 pages, 140. post free or 1s. 24. per dozen post free. 
OFFICE OF "LIGHT," 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 


“IF A SOLDIER DIE SHALL HE LIVE AGAIN?” 
By J. HEWAT MeKENZIE. 
The latest evidence of Psychic Science on Death and 
the Hereafter, 


Price 23d post free, or 2/3 per dozen post free. 
OFFICE OF 'LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 


SPIRIT TEACHINGS 


Chapters from the Writings of “ М.А. (Oxon.)” 
(WILLIAM STAINTON MOSES) 


Reprinted from the Book of that Title together with some 
description of the circumstances in which they were received. 


Price tid. post free, 1/2 dozen; 50 copies, 3/10; 
100 copies, 5/6 post free. 


THE LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, 
110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C. 


Jc s M E ا‎ ч 


De 


Ta. ma oe 


КЕ: EI G ERIS ү 


TO COMFORT THOSE THAT MOURN, 
MRS. MARY DAVIES. 
hold Services fcr INTERCESSION and CLAIRVOYANCE 
EVERY FRIDAY at 3 o'clock, at 
BOUDOIR THEATRE, 
12b, Pembroke Gardens, Kensington, W. 


Admission Is. Music, vocal and instrumental, by Margaret Mer edith 
and members of the Independent Musio Club. 


Wil 


COME AND ENJOY A CONGENIAL HOUR, 


Talks on Occult Subjects by MRS. FAIRCLOUGH SMITH 
EVERY WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON ar 3 o'crock. 
Admission 1/-, including Tea. 

(For ladies only.) 


30, York Street, Baker Street, W. 


A Guide to 
THE CONSCIENTIQUS QBJECTOR 


AND 


THE TRIBUNALS. 


16 pages. price 12. post free (discount quantities), 


THE KOSMON PUBLISHING SOCIETY, 150, Norwood 
Road, London, S.E. 


By DORIS and HILARY SEVERN. 
Experiences, Visions and Adyentures of two Clairvoyantes. 
IN TOUCH WITH THE SPIRIT WORLD. “A Series 
of invaluable experiences of the help given by the invisible upon 
an earthly path." Dedicated to all who are sorrowful. 

SONE or TRE CONTENTS : 


The Closed Door—A Hand Stretched from the Middle Ages—In the 
Flower of his Youth—In the Grey World—The Vaulted Room— Help 
iven through the Veil—De Piofundis—- The Spiritual Body—The 
piritual Eucharist—The Twin Existence—Sight to the Blind—Suicide 
—The Childrens Home—The Garden of Rest—The Passing, &c. 
Cloth, 136 pages. 1s. 3d. net, post free. 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 


A MESSAGE FROM THE SPHERES. 
By LEONARD HALL. 
(A Spirit Message by Telepathic |Communication ). 


34 pages and cover, fid. post free, ог is. per dozen. 


OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT,’ 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 


A LITTLE PILGRIM IN THE UNSEEN. 
By MRS. OLIPHANT. 


(Including ‘‘ The Little Pilgrim Goes Up Higher.") 
An attempt to follow a gentle soul, which never knew doubt, into the 
New World and to catch a glimpse of something of its glory. 


Cloth, 147 pages, 1/3 net, post free. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 


“first Steps to Spirit Intercourse.” Ву 
James McKenzie. 24 pages. Price Sid. post free. May be 
obtained from the Office of Licut, 110, St. Martin's-Iane. W.O. 


Gpiritualists when in London should sta 


Hunstanton House, 18, Endsleigh-gardens, London, N.W. (3 
minutes Euston Station, 5 minutes St. Pancras and King’s Cross); 
central for all parts; perfect sanitation. Terma, 4a. Bed and Break- 
faat, nocharge for attendance. Full tariff apply to Mrs. Stanley Watta, 
Proprietresa. 


at 


oard-residence, and Visitors to London re- 


ceived by Madame Duverge, 3, Taviton-street (Endaleigh- 
gardens), London, W.C., on moderate terms; French or English 
spoken. 


Rew the “ Herald of Health.” Specimen copy 
104. post free from the '* Herald of Health” Offices, 11, South 
ampton-row, London, W.C. 
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WORKS OF E W. WALLIS 


A GUIDE TO MEDIUMSHIP. 

This useful handbook has been compiled by Мв. Е. W. and 
Mas. М. Н. Waris. It will be found of real service to those who 
wish to cultivate mediumship and understand its philosophy. The 
work is divided into three sections, viz. : * Mediumship Explained,’ 
“How to Develop Mediumship,' and ‘ Psychical Self-Culture.’ The 
volume has been cordially commended by the entire Spiritualist 
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“Тһе Christ of God.’ Bound їп stiff boards, 104 pp., price 1s. net, 
post free 1з. 140. ; cloth covers, post free, 1s. Sd. 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


We refer in the Leader this week to two of the more 
important allusions to the subject of a life after death 
which have made their appearance in the general Press of 
lite. They are but two out of many which have appeared 
inrecent months, although, when compared with the great 
mass of topics, many- of them trivial to the last degree, 
they become relatively rare. It is well that it should be so. 
The subject is too vast to be ushered in suddenly, und its 
finer and deeper aspects will always remain behind the veil 
anb beyond the profanation of the unworthy. Meantime 
sme of the utterances we have seen are significant. ‘They 
Siggest a reticent treatment, and the judicious utterance of 
writers who know more than at present they will venture 
to му. It is the happy mean between craven silence and 
those aggressive and erratic presentations of the subject 
which offend many of the minds whom it is desired to 
ittmet. There is, of course, another reason for the reserve 
with which some writers from the outside approach the 
subject, ‘They see in the word ~ Spiritualism " something 
tliat has been soiled by much ignoble use in the past, and 
ae unaware how by intelligent study and understanding 
itis now being redeemed from the old reproach. 


* * * * 


That the facts of spirit intercourse have often been 
degraded to trivial and unworthy ends is regrettable, but, 
after all, ean such an abuse be for a moment compared with 
the abuse of the great discoveries of Science which have so 
long been prostituted to purposes of slaughter and destruc- 
tion? We are told at times that Spiritualism has suffered 
from its democratic conditions; it has been "cheapened ” 
sul yulgurised.” Certainly the external forms of presen- 
tation have suffered by the fact, but however painful such 
things are to the cultivated eye and ear, the essential truth 
ins unhurt. If strummings, daubings and doggerel 
our artistic souls we can always avoid them, remem- 
fing that there are those to whom the strummings are 
pus music, the daubings fine painting and the doggerel 
m poetry. Let us be tolerant, remembering that Great 
Who chose the “common people” as his favourite 
ares and was not afraid of vulgarising his gospel. It 
not the "vulgar herd” who sophisticated his simple 
m till there was no virtue left in them. It was the 
m the divines and the statesmen who were guilty of 

The peasant and the fisherman with uncouth 
nts and rude scrawls would have passed on the message 
through the ages. It would have been rough but vital, 


There are two sides to this question of Spiritualism, 


On its interior side it covers all the workings of ins 
inspiration, whether in the mind of the scholar or of the 


unlettered peasant; in that shape it makes no distinctions, 


But ina world that has been so long nourished (after 
fashion) on externals, it must needs make its appeal by 
objective facts. Those facts have poured into minds li 
fitted by their previous training to receive and assimila 
them. They have been anathema to the scientist and to 
the pietist; the scholar has scoffed at them, and they have 
brought shudders to the sensitive mind of the artist. But 
unongst the common people there were those who heard 


Inciden- 
to the mill of 


them gladly and used them—not always wisely. 


erist 


tally they brought a certain amount of 


always 


the sharper and the not riety seeker. nearly 


in their crude presentation they. 


culture and artificial trai All 


to-day. The facts are being ve 


due perspective. They are adjusting themselves t 


the fulness of time they will be worked into the fabric of 


things. And when the result—a vast revolution in religious 
and social life—is apparent to all, there will be no more 
need for finesse, diplomacy and disputation in dealing on 


scientific lines with the question, “Tf a man die shall he 


live again 2 H 


Those who consult " What Happens After Death" 
(Cassell & Co., Ltd., 1s. nef) for light on the problem will 
have no reason to complain of any one-sided treatment of 
Dr. Max Nordau finds death to be the total 


extinction of consciousness and personality, and Sir Hiram 


the subject. 


Maxim takes much the same view and finds Christianity to 
be “the worst and wickedest institution that ever aftlicted 
On the other hand, we have such writers 
as Mrs. Besant, Mrs. Flora Annie Steel, Canon Horsley, 
Dr. Horton, the Rev. A. J. Waldron, Mr. J. Arthur Hill, 


and Professor Sayce to redress the balance and import sanity 


a suffering world, 


into the discussion. Spiritualism, Theosophy, Theology and 
Materialism are all set forth in the book, and we would 
hardly have it otherwise. Nothing develops individuality 
and independent thought like the statement of all sides of 
"t Ayes have it’ 


the 


any question. Clearly in this case the 


overwhelmingly, and nothing could better expose 


futility and fatuity of the negative side of the argument 
than its statement alongside that of capable affirmative 
and thinkers. 


reasoners The function of scepticism and 


materialistic thought is probably to make sufficiently 
gradual the incursion of new ideas and to correct theit 
excesses. When a higher order of intelligence arises this 
will doubtless become unnecessary, but at present this tem- 
pering and modifying process is the inevitable accompani- 


ment of human progress, 
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LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE. 


A meeting of the Members and Associates of the Alliance 
will be held in the SALON or THE ROYAL SoorgrY or BRITISH 
ARTISTS, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall East, S.W. (near the National 
Gallery), on 


THURSDAY EVENING, 
AN ADDRESS зуп, 
ANGUS  McARTHUR 

ENTITLED 
SCIENCE IN 


MARCH 


BE GIVEN BY 


16тн, 
WHEN 


MR. 


“ PSYCHIC PARLIAMENT." 
The doors will be opened at 7 o'clock, and the meeting will 
commence punctually at 7.30. 


Admission by ticket only. Two course tickets are sent at 
the beginning of the season to each Member, and one to each 
Associate. Other friends desiring to attend any of the lec- 
tures can obtain tickets by applying to Mr. F. W. South, 110, 
St. Martin’s-lane, W.C., accompanying the application by a 
remittance of Is. for each ticket. 


The programme of the remaining Thursday evening Ad- 
dresses in the Salon is as follows :— 
Apl. 13th.—" Spiritualism in the Balkans," by Count Chedo 
Miyatotich. 
May 11th.—“ Our Seif After Death, as Declared and Demon- 
strated by the Christ," by the Rev. Arthur 
Chambers. 


MRETINGS AT 


For THE STUDY 


110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, 


or PSYOHIOAL PHENOMENA. 


Cratrvoyancs.—On Tuesday nert, February 22nd, Mrs. 
Wesley Adams will give clairvoyant descriptions at 3 p.m., and 
no one will be admitted after that hour. 

Psvonio Cxass.—On Thursday next, February 24th, at 
5p.m., Mr. W.J. Vanstone, Ph.D., will give the third of his 
series of lectures, the subjects of which are announced below. 

FRIENDLY IxTrERCOURSE.— Members and Associates are 
invited to attend the rooms at 110, St. Martin's-lane, on Friday 
afternoon next, February 25th, from 3:to 4, and to introduce 
friends interested in Spiritualism, for informal conversation, 
the exchange of experiences, and mutual helpfulness. 


W.C. 


Tanks WITH A SPIRIT CoNTROL.—On Friday nert, February 
25th, at 4 p.m., Mrs. M.-H. Wallis, under spirit control, will 
reply to questions from the audience relating to life here and 
on "the other side," mediumship, and the phenomena. and 
philosophy of Spiritualism generally. Visitors should be prepared 
with written inquiries of general submit to the 
control. Students and inquirers alike will find these meetings 
especially useful in helping them to solve perplexing problems 
and to realise the actuality of spirit personality. 


mterest. to 


Members are admitted free to all the lectures and séances 
To Associates а charge of ls. is made for the Tuesday meet- 
ings, but uo charge for any of the other meetings. Visitors 
are admitted to all meetings on payment of 1s 


LECTURES TO PSYCHIC CLASS BY 


VANSTONE. 


MR. W. J. 


Feb. 24th.—'' Precious Stones — Their Psychic Properties and 
Powers 
March 2nd.—" Auric Lights and Phosphorescence.' 
» —Dth.—" Metamorphism in Rocks.’ 
» 6th.—" Permeation of Silica.’ 
„ 23rd.—" Crystals." 
» 80th.—* Transformation of Insects.” 
April 6th.—"' The Knights and Hospitallers—Their Visions 


and Story." 


» 8th.—" My Psychic Experiences." 


Many a little flower is crushed beneath the foot of the 
wayfarer. Nature, rich and inexhaustible, replaces them with 


usury. Imitate Nature. —Canmen SYLYA 


(February 19, 1916 


PSYCHIC TELEGRAPHY. 


STRANGE MESSAGES BY THE FLASHING CRYSTAL, 


By Davin Wirsow, 


The question of whether or not Aaron, when about to 
“ enquire of the Lord " by Urim and Thummim, used to partake 
of what may be called a " ceremonial potion " was raised by 
the following obseure passage spelt out by the amethyst 
detector as follows :— 

And with the tablets of Moses there was the golden cup of 
the enquiring the cup of wisdom known first in the 
temple of the Sun wherefrom Aaron did drink, going to 
the Lord, that. which helped him to greater understanding 
And with these two hundred emeralds of great excellence, the 
chair of grace, with Urim and Thummim, -eighty coffers of gold 
and the archives of the Lord's chosen. AT these came intothe 
land of Heru | Egypt! after the death of him called Nemareth 

The above distinctly suggests that Aaron used some kind of 
beverage to produce a state of mind favourable to the reception 
of psychic impressions, but beyond this I can make nothing of 
the fragment. 

Sir William Ramsay, describing his experience under a drug 
which he had taken for the sake of experiment, wrote :— 

The main and impressive fact for me [when under the 
influence of the drug] was that Г was self-existent, and that 
time and space were illusions. each time I am under 
the influence of an anesthetic Lam able to penetrate a little 
further into the unfathomable mystery. 

Dr. Holmes, under somewhat similar conditions, wrote :— 

The veil of eternity was lifted. The one great truth, that 
which underlies all human experience and is the key to all 
the mysteries that philosophy has sought in vain to solve, 
flashed upon me in a sudden revelation. 

Professor James, describing his sensations under the influ- 
ence of nitrous oxide, says that he was overwhelmed by an 


“ exciting sense of an intense metaphysical illumination." 


ain, I take the following (from James's “ Varieties of 


Religions Experience "—B. P. Blood quoted): 


This has been my moral sustenance since I have known it. 
In my first printed mention of it | t.e., the anesthetic revelation. 1 
declared, " The world is no more. the alien. terror that was 
taught me. Spurning the cloud-grimed and still sultry battle 
ments whence so lately Jehovan thunders boomed, my grey gull 
lifts her wing against the nightfall and takes the dim leagues 
And now, after twenty-seven years of 
this experience, the wing is greyer, but the eye is fearless still, 
while I renew and doubly emphasise that declaration. I know 

as having known—the meaning of existence; the sane centre 
of the universe at once the wonder and the assurance of the 
soul for which the speech of reason has as yet no name but the 
Anmsthetic Revelation 


with a fearless eye.” 


Personally I have had no experience of the “anwestheti 
ecstasy,” although it has not been for the want of experi 
menting, Certainly under nitrous oxide I have dreamt, but on 


each of the eight occasions the dreams were as commonplace as 
they could well be. Nor have I been able to obtain any more 
noteworthy results from opium, morphine, ether, or chloroform 
This brings me to the second portion of the message given at 


the beginning 


. and that whereof Aaron did drmk was long known аз 
the Ankh-en-sa of Ra”, which was before ever 
nation in Palestine. But the priests came at means to thé 
brewing of this potion whereof the virtue came out of certain 
earths brought from beyond the sea by merchants coming t 
Heliopolis for this purpose. And into the fire they cast them 
and laid them in the sun, whereby they did acquire virtue 


there was û 


Thus came virtues out of a stone, and there were secret rejok 
For the way of astounding the multitude 
Say rather, 


ings in the temples 


was made clear Who am I who say these things * 


* This reference—apart from any truth contained in it—is not 
devoid of meaning as it might at first seem. The legend runs s 
follows: It was believed in ancient Egypt that “the King, being Got 
never died, and that he owed the property of immortal ty whioh be 
powessed to the * fluid of life,’ sa en ankth, which he obtained from Ra 
before his birth, for the god was believed to become incarna'e from 
time to time, and to consort with queen after queen, so that his sog 
might always sit on the throne of Egypt." —D, W 


Pobrnary 19, 1916.) 


who-am I not, who live but as a memory in the spirit 
| of the world? Thus comes thy medium linking to 
| countless memories not of many, but of one of whom 
the many are now one. “Wouldst thou hear aught of the 
| (Reaper (Р) Foo dead these many hundred years to thy reckon- 
ing? Wouldst thou listen to the sayings of the Llama as һе 
ed їп far Tibet the footworn rock-terrace of his monastery 
in the-high hills'a hundred years ago ? Shall I be unto thee as 
Naomi telling the sweet: things as of old by the well of Judith 
І before thle coming of Holofernes ? Shall I don the rags and 
І filth of Mau-i, the blind beggar who sat in olden times beneath 
the sycamore in the street of the Fowlers in the land of the 
"Sun Egypt] fifty-three hundred years ago ? For Iamall of 
these. Was it not of my writing (?) that Chedo Miyatoviteh 
said, “ Hore speaketh the spirit of a Serbian "? Yet spoke he 
‘the truth, for I spoke even as such. Was it not of my writing 
—umba-time of stress unto her—that Mabel Tomasevic said, 
“Here speaketh my spiritual godfather who knoweth well these 
affairs of mine”? Yet spake she the truth, for I spoke even as 

mush . 


The meaning of this second fragment is extremely puzzling. 
For it suggests possibilities, and indeed coming difticulties, such 
as I had hardly reckoned with, and I trust I may be forgiven 
h for inflicting it on the reader. However obscure it may be, it 
is not a mere jargon of foolishness—of that, at any rate, I am 
7 — convinced, 

‘However, for the moment L will confine myself to describing 
my first attempt to ascertain the effect of serutinising the 
"amethyst detector—itself treated with the " metallic medium " 
with the assistance of a dose of a preparatiom of hemp. While 
any results obtained may—if I may so express it—be largely 
influenced by subjective elements, yet the fact that if the crystal 
be contained in a metal box and observed through a hole it is 
entirely to all appearances inactive seems to show that it in 
some way depends upon some outside influence, from which when 
soenclosed itis cut off—in which respect it is similar to an 

ordinary electric wave detector. 

The results were, shortly, as follows: 


After taking the preparation of hemp and waiting some 
time the huge amethyst crystal—on one of whose facets a 
shilling could rest without overlapping the edges—suddenly 
became for an instant apparently luminous to a far greater 
degree than ever before. These intermittent luminosities con- 
tinued in groups, but far too rapidly to permit of being counted. 
After a day or so.spent in speculating on how to evade this 
difficulty, it occurred to me to reduce the dose of hemp. lt 
now seemed as if my perception of time had been altered. For 
the nebulous flashes now appeared at a much slower rate. "The 
groups when decoded gave the following :— 


It is not I, Amen-Ra-mes, who. speak, but the Ba of the 
world speaking in:me,whether in the voice of Ptah-mes, whether 
in the voice of Lozenzo Contarini or of Plotinus, or of the 
friends of Mabel Tomasevic, Gertrude Sellby, Ardis, Chedo 
Miyatoyitch, Keston or Harrach; or Dawson Rogers speaking 
unto Dallas or Sergius N. unto Peters, or Bezer or Ivanovitch 
unto Chistokoff. These come out of the great Ba of the 
world. For thy medium works in this matter as one carrying 
to and fro, as a man who, standing on the threshold of a house 
andthearing a message from them without, shonteth the words 
to them within the house. Thy medium is а thing of rapport (+) 

| as the many now express it in their words. For in the Ba of 

| the world live all men’s memories, for they are of it. Yet 
fifter death. ....... How else could I speak thus on such 
‘diverse’ matters; for while........ code these matters 
in their sending to thee the knowledge which 1 do but 

| transmit is from that greater one in the upward scale of 
whom (When living ?) we form the organs and diverse parts. 

| ‘Wherefore question Harry Withall as to whether it be easier 

| ‘for me who am Amen Ra-mes to say who was photographed in 

| Paris with Stainton Moses, out of my knowledge, or to 
answer by looking into the mirror of things and—speaking 
with the voice of Buguet [?]—to reply GPLLEODT- 
SITNAUNSES. 

‘Thus ended a very complicated and abstruse communica- 
tion whieh, if possible, must be elucidated as soon ах possible. 
It will be interesting to see if Mr. Withall can read any sense 
into what Amen Ra-mes has said. 

Personally, knowing nothing оѓ. Mr. Stainton Moses, Lam 
quite ignorant of the meaning of the allusion to him in the 
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message. Nor am I clear as to what my ancient “ correspon- 

dent ” means by the allusions to the Ba of the world. 

[The Egyptian influence in Mr. Wilson's experiments introduces 
some curious psychological problems, The “ cryptogram,” 
however, is easily read when it is remembered that a Mr. 
Gledstanes was associated with the Rev. W. Stainton Moses 
in the remarkable episode in which the double of Mr. 
Stainton Moses appeared on a photographic plate at Paris 
—he himself being at the time in England. The letters, read 


alternately, make GLEDSTANES—PLOTINUS.—E.| 


THE PSYCHIC SENSE ON THE BATTLEFIELD. 


VISIONS AND PREMONITIONS AT THE FRONT. 


In "Brotherhood" for February Mr. W. S. Hendry relates 
a conversation he had with a wounded Tommy whom he had 
successfully treated for acute rheumatism contracted in the 
trenches, In the course of the chat, the soldier declared that 
though he and his comrades saw and heard nothing of the 
"Angels of Mons," they experienced when in the firing line an 
awakening of the psychie sense—coming events often casting 
their shadows before. He said "EX 


In the trenches or going to them we "feel " what is ahead 
of us quite plainly. Itis common to hear our pals say, after 
the event, “I knew that would happen”; but it is equally 
common to hear predietions that we all see for ourselves come 
true іп a few hours or days. For instance, опе day our com- 
pany was moving up to relieve the firing line. The ambulance 
wagon was behind us. A pal says to me, with a nod towards 
the wagon, "It's following us to-day, it will be taking me 
down to-morrow "; and it did, for he was wounded. Another 
says, “І know when I'm hit I'm killed "; and itis so. Another, 
I remember, one night told us he was to be sent home. We 
laughed at him, but he said he felt certain he was to be sent 
home wounded; and in a few days he was. On another 
sition, and we got 


SS; às we took cover 


oceasion our company had to take : 
through the first lap without a single 


for a little, I said to some near me, " We're all safe so far." 
" Aye, aye," a pal answered, “I knew we would be, but it's the 
next lap I fear”; and before we had got through the next part 
he was down. My own experience was curious, I had been 
weeks in the trenches and nothing had happened to me, till 


one morning I took my place with a queer feeling—a certainty 
that something was going to happen to me that day. I 
serutinised keenly every possible source of danger, but could 
see no more reason to account for it than there had been on 
previous days. However, within a few hours I was carried 
off wonnded in several places 

That is the psychic sense we develop, and it is commonly 
reported that Joffre has it keener than anyone else! He knows 
the result of the battles before they take place, and is always 
ready for emergencies ! 

Thus Mr. Hendry’s soldier, and the story connects curiously 
with statements made to us by two officers who called at our 
oftice during a brief stay in London before returning to the 
front. Both testified to a certain quickening of the interior 
sensibilities experienced by many soldiers engaged in the trench 
warfare. Prevision of death was quite frequent, and Colonel 

— related that several of his brother officers had the ex- 
perience of seeing the apparition of some comrade and after- 
wards learning of his death. The other officer, who is attached 
to the Royal Engineers, told us of escapes of soldiers from what 
appeared to be certain death. There were no cases but what, 
on the face of them, appeared to be due to quite natural causes, 
but the experience was so frequent as apparently to defy the 
law of chances, and ‘this created a general impression of 
providential care. He told, for example, how in one instance 
a body of men were saved from a barbed wire trap by the moon 
emerging from a cloud just in time to reveal the danger. There 
was nothing extra-natural in this ; it was the continual repeti- 


tion of such thi 


ful Power. In his own case, however, he had remarkable 


, he said, that provoked the idea of a watch- 


evidence of direct interposition on his behalf from the unseen 
world. From a third officer we received, indirectly, a similar 
record of personal psychic experiences. 


Necrssrry can set me helpless on my back, but she cannot 
keep me there; nor can four walls limit my visior Micuakt 
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THE PASSING HOUR. 


Great changes in the life and thought of a people are, 
when they are to be permanent, outwrought in silence. 
They flow from very deep springs of action and indications 
Not 
until the time is ripe does the revelation burst forth, and 


of the forces at work rise but rarely to the surface. 


then, taking sometimes strong and turbulent forms, it is 
popularly regarded as the beginning of the change and not, 
as it really is, the final stages of the 


revolution which 


has been at work. We could take illustrations in abundance 
from the natural world, but it is needless. Any intelligent 
mind can supply them for itself. 

From time to time in the literature of to-day we see 
small but highly significant signs of what is taking place 
under the surface in regard to the infinitely important 
subject with which Ілант is concerned. Some of us who 
have the question very much at heart are apt to be grieved 
by the apparent indifference and unconcern with which it 
is regarded by the vast mass of the public. But there is 
nothing here for tears. The great things are always 
When they become the 
topic of the market place, the subject ot popular babble, it 


is always in their smaller aspects. 


matters of silence and reticence. 


The very reserve with 
which a great subject is broached—when it is broached—is 
eloquent of this feeling. 

To the “Guardian” of the 27th ult. the 
Dearmer, whose name is so well known in connection with 
social reform, contributes an article, " Are the Dead Alive?” 
At the outset he approaches the matter in a frank way with 
n Series of questions : 


Rev. Percy 


Are those who have been killed in the war still alive in 
another world? Are they happy there? Are they able to 
give us any proof of their continued existence ? 

These questions, he admits, are being asked in thousands 
of stricken homes to-day, and he rightly discerns that 
" every other question falls into insignificance ” 
with them, 


compared 


Yet to vast numbers there is no answer. Newspaper editors 
have told me that they are inundated with letters of absolute 
misery and despair from the parents and wives of men who 
have been killed. 

After that sorrowful statement, Dr. Dearmer proceeds 
in a few trenchant sentences to show the extent to which 
“ popular Christianity " had in the last century sunk into 
“а pagan superstition": "the dead are 
lying in their graves" We 


thought of as 


know it all, and are in no 


mood for accusations against the Church, There is а sense 
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in which, to vary a cynical old saying, every community has 
the Church (or the Government !) which it deserves. 
At this point it may be useful to make a lengthy cita 


tion from Dr. Dearmer’s article to show the trend of his 


argument. 


In these days, when we are all—even those who have hal 
no scientific training —influenced by the scientific way of looking 
at things, what we need is evidence. We feel that if the dead 
are really alive, there must be some evidence somewhere of their 
existence. Now the Lives of the Saints and the biographies of 
religious people are full of instances of departed spirits “ break. 
ing through " from the other world; if these stories are any oí 
them true, then they afford evidence of immortality. But in 
the last century people were sunk in an obsession of materialism, 
and did not believe there was anything in them. Some said 
that such incidents were the worship of Saints and were “super: 
stition," Others said they were Spiritualism and therefore were 
also superstition. Joan of Are was the greatest figure of the 
fifteenth century, but, unfortunately, she was superstitious 
John Wesley was in many ways the most remarkable man of the 
eighteenth, but he had converse with the departed, and his 
Spiritualism was a regrettable incident in a great life, and showed 
that he was not free from the superstition of his age. And so 
on. But if it be true that people when they are dead go on 
living on a different plane (or in what we call a spiritual 
world) all round about us, free from the bonds of space and 
matter, then it is reasonable to expect that we shall sometimes 
have evidence of their existence. So far from being supersti- 
tious, this is what we should naturally expect on scientific as 
well as on religious grounds. The departed, if they still exist 
in any tolerable kind of existence, must love us still, and, loving 
us, must be anxious to communicate with us, and to assure їз 
that it is well with them. 


Dr. Dearmer, it will be seen, handles the question with 
something of that reticence to which we have referred. 
That may be attributed not only to a sense of the greatness 
of the subject, but in some measure also to the. circum- 
stances in which he writes. ‘The article, it is to be remem 
béred, appears їп“ ‘The Guardinn "-—in itself a significant 
fact. 


ear of authority by guarded speech. 


One must speak quietly in a sick room and gain the 
Even so, Dr. Dearmer 
remarkable degree of 


is permitted a latitude, for he is 


allowed to refer to the enormous volume of evidence 


accumulated by the Society for Psychical Research, its 
effect in convincing some of the most scientific minds of the 
day, and to the fact that the evidence is growing very 
rapidiy. 

We heartily commend Dr. Dearmer’s courage, especially 
in his closing remarks, where he observes: 

People all over the country are seeking means of communi- 
cation with their friends in the spiritual world. And they are 
finding them. 


He suggests that on some future occasion he may write 


further about this matter. If he does; perhaps ~ The 
Guardian,” having got over its first shock, may permit a 
closer handling of the subject, so that from an inquiry and 
some general statements it may grow into a presentation of 
living evidences testifying to the truth of that which in the 
hands of the Church Fathers has become little more than 
a bundle of traditions from which all the original virtues 
have evaporated. 

In the " Daily News” of the 4th inst. Mr. William 
Archer deals with the question in an appropriately critical 
and literary fashion. It would be too much to say, he tells 
us, that he believes in the alleged evidence for a future life, 
but he does emphatically believe there is “ something in it 

that it is not merely trickery and illusion. 

There is a distinct, undeniable glimmer of light in thi 
tunnel, although we cannot, I think, say for certain that it 
comes from another world at the further end. 

That is a question on which the judgment of thow 
actively concerned in the investigation is of more value 


than the opinion of those who are simply observers. 


opened to an extent that 


; case. 
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Mr. Archer finds that the “intimations of immortality ’ 
which are received from automatic writing and other phe- 
nomena of a like nature are “anything but exhilarating.” 
We should own to a similar sense of depression if the 
intimations could take noother shape. ‘Thousands of per- 
sons, we are glad to think, have their spiritual perceptions 
renders objective evidence 
needless, but there are millions who are not in such happy 
The Providence that presides over human affairs is 
very large, tolerant and inclusive. 16 furnishes ~ signs” 
for those who need them, and is quite indifferent to the 
supercilious prejudices of those who demand that immor 
tality—or at any rate human survival—shall be demon 
strated in ways grandiose and impressive. 

“Tt is manifest that ‘another life, if it 
must exist outside of time and space,” writes Mr. Archer. 
We do not see that it is If he had 
Written outside of our conceptions of time and space” we 
should have readily agreed. Тһе old boundaries may be 


enlarged: they do not disappear altogether. 


exist at all, 


"manifest" at all. 


A recognition 


of this fact would make intelligible and acceptable many of 


the things that at present perplex the investigator who is 
hampered by preconceptions of a future life in which all 
the conditions of individual suddenly 
abolished. 


existence are 


THE ‘*‘WORLD-SOUL.” 

In the course of the “Answers to Questions" given through 
the mediumship of Mrs. M. H. Wallis at the Alliance Rooms 
on Friday, the 10th inst., was one dealing with an inquiry re- 
lating to the existence of a World-Soul, and the possibility 
of the absorption of the individual soul into it at death. In 
the course of the reply, the speaker suggested that the term 
*World-Soul”. might be well extended to cover the idea of a 
Universal Soul, The individual soul was a part of the Universal, 
but the part was not blotted out because of the existence of 
the whole. The control knew nothing of any spiritual being or 
beings who projected, as it were, human tentacles into this 
world which, after a period of education and training in physical 
life, were withdrawn and reabsorbed into the primary soul at 
death, Might it not be that the thoughts of the great teaching 
angels when expressed in strong and vital forms in the lives of 
some responsive souls on earth, and translated into their par- 
ticular forms of thought, gave rise to some such idea as that 
under discussion ? 

The control reviewed the question at some length in its 
several aspects, and & wide field of suggestion was opened up 
regarding the power of thought—when imperfeetly assimilated 

` to give rise to partial or distorted views concerning the 
realities of spiritual life, The idea of spiritual relationship 
and inter-relationship—of the unity of all life—did not nega- 
tive the reality of individual expression whether in this life or 
in the life beyond. 


A CHILD'S VISION OF HIS FATHER. 


In some of the daily papers of the 9th inst. appeared a 
striking story of the vision of a soldier killed at the front 
appearing to his only child. Mrs. McDonald, of Hampton-on- 
Thames, widow of Corporal James McDonald of the 9th East 
Surreys, related that on or about January 30th, the date on 
which her husband was killed in the trenches, her little boy, 
aged six, told her on waking in the morning that he had seen 
“Dadda” during the night. The mother tried to persuade the 

" child that he had been dreaming, but this he emphatically denied. 
“Tt was not û dream. Ho called me ‘John,’ I saw him stand- 
ing there. He was wearing his uniform, but he had a black 
badge in his cap.” Mrs. McDonald stated that the boy was 
unaware that his father wore a black badge, as he had only seen 
him in the brass badges. She had no belief in spirit manifesta- 


tions, but she quite believed that the father’s chief theught at 
the last would be of his little son, 
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SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION OF 


PHYSICAL PHENOMENA. 


THE 


Nores OF Some RECENT Experiments. 


By W. J. Crawrorp, D.Sc. 


XXLX.—Wuy ро THE OPERATORS NOT TELL 0% HOW THEY 


PRODUCE THEIR PHENOMENA ? 

In a recent issue of Licgur the Editor, referring to my 
experiments and in connection with a question from a corre- 
spondent, made some remarks upon the reasons the spirit 
operators do not tell us exactly how they produce their phe- 
And 


in this article I wish to say a few words on the same matter. 


nomena and thus save us the trouble of investigation 


I have been interested in it right from the commencement of 
my work, and have made many attempts to get at the reasons 
for what appears at first sight so singular a. reticence; for this 
inability to tell us how they do things is, in my opinion, the 
strongest and only really potent argument that can be pro- 
duced against the spirit hypothesis. 

The operators at my seances do not themselves seem to 
know much about the scientific aspect of their phenomena. If 
I may hazard an opinion, I would say that they are only aware 
We are often 
in the same predicament ourselves—as, for instance, when we 
Concerning the trans- 


of the broad outlines of what they are doing. 


send an electric current along a wire. 
ference of the electrons along the wire—which in effect consti- 
tutes the current—we know little, and if some entity from 
another sphere were to ask us how it was done, as that was the 
only part of the business he was capable of understanding, we 
would find it difficult to answer him. I think, indeed, that 
there is an inversion of the aspects with which things are viewed 
in this world and the world spiritual. A spirit entity is pro- 
bably more at home where the motion of electrons is concerned 
and finds it difficult to understand how we produce that 


motion. With us the process of understanding is just the 
opposite. 

I am convinced that my operators know next to nothing 
about force magnitudes and reactions. Their idea as to the 


prime cause of the phenomena is “power.” For instance, when 
I inquired how a certain reaction effect was obtained, they 
spelt out by raps the word "power." Nevertheless, if some 
small material thing is interfering with their results, they are 
quick enough to rap out a request that it be rectified. Thus on 
one occasion they asked that a piece of cloth should be placed 
оп а drawing-board, on another that the light should be lowered 
nearer the floor, and on another that one of the sitters should 
alter position a little, and so on. Small things like these which 
interfere with the intensity of their phenomena they seem to 
understand, but as to what form of energy it is they utilise to 
lift the table or cause the rap, they do not seem to know, 

It may interest my readers to hear that when I had worked 
out the cantilever theory for levitation, I put it to the operators 
bit by bit in as plain and untechnical language as possible. 
They say the whole thing is practically accurate. They say 
they understand what I mean when I describe the arched rod 
issuing from the medium, going below the table, and a column 
They also say the rod theory 

Of course I do not ask my 


rising from its end, and so on, 

for raps is substantially accurate. 
readers to place any scientific value upon this, but only mention 
Once I asked how the cantilever 
arms, rapping rods, &c., are made rigid. They said they did 
not know. I asked them if there were any spirit entities who 
did know, They answered in the affirmative. Asked if they 
could bring these entities to the circle to impart the informa- 
tion to me, they said they were doubtful if they could do so. 


it as a matter of interest. 


Up to now I have heard no more of the matter, 

I know it is a favourite hypothesis that spirits live in a 
world of four dimensions, and that it is probable there are 
many things they cannot possibly make us understand. I do 
not altogether subscribe to this theory. I think it will 
eventually be found that the entities controllmg most circles 
are not capable of scientific explanation either in a world of 


three or of four dimensions, 1 аш also inclined to think, from 
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reading between the lines, as it were, that We ate meant to find 
out things бойт уез, atid that hot toomuch direct help can 
be expected. 

All the communivations réferred to above were received by 
raps while Miss Goligher wàs perfectly normal, as she always is 
at all experimental circles, Occasionally, however, if I desire 
it, she will go into trance, rot for physical phenomena, but to 
alléw me to talk with the entities purporting to speak through 
her. One of these, wlio says he was aimedical gentleman while 
on earth, and whose’ function at the circle is to look after the 
health of the medium during phenomena, has certainly supplied 
me with some scientific information regarding the production 
of the phenomena which has surprised me. Now, while I can 
state explicitly that all the experimental results sent by me 
to Lieu are facts down to the minutest detail, the informa- 
tion referred to above is not at present verifiable I cannot, 
therefore, take the responsibility of mentioning it here. 

Although 1 think the operators at my circles are unable 
substantially to explain their phenomena, still there is nodoubt 
whatever that they have co-operated with me to the utmost of 
their power. I have no hesitation in saying that they are 
anxious that something of definite knowledge: should be given 
to our world in: their own particular line of phenomena—at 
least, that is the only explanation I can arrive at for the great 
trouble they must have taken during all these months. "They 
declare emphatically that the work they. do at the circles some- 
how or other reacts upon themselves for their own betterment. 

One other point. The operating entities are always strongly 
affirmative, strongly negative, or strongly doubtful in reply to 
questions, I have never yet known them say they could do 
something and then fail to do it; likewise, if they say they 
cannot do a thing, it will not be done; if they mention the 
matter as doubtful, they try to accomplish it, usually success- 
fully. So also, inanswer to questions with regard to the method 
of production of phenomena, I have always found them eager 
to tell me anything they can, and if they affirm that any one of 
my theories is right, wrong, or doubtful, I have always found, 
by deduction from the experiments and by later experiments, 
that it was as they said, 1 have never known them volunteer 
information, but they are always willing strongly toʻaftirm or 
strongly to deny the general sense of my conclusions. 

Of course, 1 have had many conversations with them con- 
cerning what happens at physical death, what happens after- 
wards, what is the state of the world to which they belong, Kc. 
but all that is outside the limits of the research, which aims at 
definite verifiable knowledge, and as such would not interest my 
readers. 


A GENERATION AGO. 


(From "Lionr " 


or FEBRUARY 20тн, 1886.) 


Monrreat.—An association formed in this city for the 


purpose of investigating Spiritualism. A hall has been secured 
and fitted up for public meetings. We believe this is the first 
time Spiritualism has obtained a firm foothold in the capital of 
Canada East 


Swepex.—We learn from the “ Banner of Light" that tho 


well-known Dr. Carl von Bergen has been won over to Spirit- 
ualism, and that he intends shortly to lecture on the subject. 
Dr. Bergen, it will be remembered, is the founder of a wide- 
spread Protestant missionary organisation in Sweden 


Cutnomancy.— М. Desbarolles, who has done more than 
anyone else to raise the subject out of the region of charlatanry, 
has just passed away, his funeral having taken place last Satur- 
day in Paris. The younger Dumas delivered а funeral oration 
beside the grave, in the course of which he said that M. Des- 
barolles had done for the hand what Gall and Spurzheim. had 
done for the brain, He worked out the science of chiromancy 
as they had done that of phrenology, and taught ns. to know 
our aptitudes by the indications which the hand furnished of 
them. 


Bs 
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MR. ‘WILLIAM ARCHER 
SURVIVAL. 


After M. Maeterlinck in the “ Daily Mail," Mr. Willig 
Archer in the “ Daily News." Some day, one feels, the Press wi 
arrive at the conclusion that the question of survival is one of 
Mr. Archer says: “If we could 
believe in another life as confidently as we believe in the exist 
ence of the man at the other end of the telephone wire, the 
revolution in our habits of thought would be enormous, ‘and 
would be'felt even by those: to whom immortality isan artic 
of faith. But can we accept the evidence?” He means th 
evidence of psychical research, and he adds: “It would-be а 
great deal too much to say that. I believe in the alleged evidene: 
but I do emphatically believe there is something in it." He 
sees a “ glimmer of light,” but cannot say for certain whence 
it comes It 


AND ‘HUMAN 


real anid serious importance. 


may be sort of 


thinks, or a reflection of common daylight. 


some “ phosphorescence,” he 
3ut, anyhow, it 
proves that there are “facts of the universe which are not 
summed-up in the formulas of our physical philosophy." Whid 
accounts, he says, for the enmity of Science, which does noi 
want to be bothered with new formulas. 

Mr. Archer is. sympathetic and open-minded, but he regrets 
that the mtimations we receive from automatic writing an 
similar phenomena are "in truth anything but exhilarating 
They do not make the conditions of another life even conceir- 
able; but was it to be expected that they should ? 
at all it must exist outside of time and space; and how ca 
such conditions be conveyed to us?" Mr. Archer makes this 
assumption with the air of one stating an axiom, but that is 
not quite the right attitude to bring to the study of these difi- 
cult-matters. The expectation of a sudden change into а totally 
new life in a totally new world with totally new faeulties, an 
characters ‘suddenly perfected, “ spending," аз he quotes, ї 
pure converse our eternal day, learning all we lacked befor 
immediately wise," feeling without hands and seeing without 
eyes—such expectation is far less. reasonable. than the state d 
things indicated by the evidence—which, however, is describe’ 
as “ trivial апа baflling." 

Sir Sydney Olivier replies. to Mr. Archer and rebukes. hin 
for setting so much store by mere evidence. 


If it exist 


He draws his 
attention to a fact he had overlooked, namely, the religious 
consciousness, the conviction. of religious people that they ar 
directly aware ofthe soul and its immortality. The importance 
of religious experience cannot be doubted, but itis very difficult 
to found one's own. belief on the intuitions of another whid 
one does not share ; so that there aremany who require reasons 
for their faith of а more tangible sort. То them and to Mr 
Archer L would like to point out.a class.of evidence which isby 
no means easy to explain on the hypothesis of a life cut short 
by death, and which is neither trivial nor baflling. 

I refer to the phenomena of the “double” ; to. the exper 
ienee, common enough, of being outside the body, of leaving it 
and returning, of travelling. away from it.and viewing distant 
places, of.seeing 16 as though it belonged. to: someone elx 
Consciousness, on these occasions, is clearly not functioning i 
the material organism, but-in a body similar though of different 
substance. What is this body for, if there is to be no survival 
Its activities in the present state of existence are comparative) 
rare and exotic. 

It is, as I said, common enough, all the same. Alo 
Haenunerlé deseribes several experiences of her own in 
“Annals of Psychical (1906). One night $9 
" visited " her sister who: was away from home, and saw lx 
Her sister al 
Again, one evening she transported herself to tb 
bedside of the brother of one of her friends to try and cure lir 
by suggestion, of a fever. He saw her, and felt a calming 
fluence, and at the same moment the fever left him. On anoth 
occasion she tried to enter her cousin's room by the windo* 
but failed. However, the noise made in her attempt to шй 
the latch woke her! -Stainton Moses found himself outside b 
body on three occasions, 


Science " 


reading in bed by a lamp with a green shade, 
saw her. 


A most convincing case was prnté 
in Ілонт about a year ago. 16 was an account by the edit 


of añ American journal of how she one morning felt a pecul 
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iensation in the top of her head, and presently found herself 
in another body (not for the first time). Thereupon she began 
to travel, and'before long arrived at a room where а woman 
was laying the cloth. She spoke, and the woman ran away. 
Then. she came to a road where some men were going to 
work. She spoke to one and gave him her address, 80 that 
he might write and say he had really seen her; and this he 
actually did, 

Here we have three examples out of many that might be 
given, showing convincingly that we possess a body other than 
the one we know and love. What can be the purpose of this 
duplex organism ? A clue must be sought in another set of 
experiences, A.J, Davis has told how he watched at the bed- 
side of a patient who was dying, and what he saw with clair- 
yoyant vision ; how firsta luminous atmosphere enveloped the 
head, which grew brilliant while the limbs grew dark: how a 
new һеай then began to show itself, followed by the rest of a 
new body gradually rising from the head of the patient; and 
how this. spirit-body descended to the floor and passed out of 
the room with two other spirits who had come to meet her 
None of these events are isolated: we have not to rely upon 
any one person's testimony. Mrs. Mary Davies has a similar 
tale to tell of what she saw at her father’s deathbed. His new 
body appeared in the same manner rising above the old, and 
then descended to join his wife, who had already passed over 
and had come to lead him away. It is strange that these 
things should not be universally known. The sceptic may 
object that. such visions are illusory and prove nothing. Yes, 
but if the seeptic were to see them himself . . ? 

There is a/close correspondence between these two classes of 
phenomena—the traveller who goes out and returns, and the 
traveller who does not return. What, then, it may be asked, is 
the difference ? What, in fact, is death? It is well known 
that the two bodies are united by a "silver cord," which, to 
effect the final separation, must be loosed. This also Davis saw 
and recorded, 

N G. S. 


In reference to Mr. William Archer's article in the “ Daily 
News,” to which allusion is made in our Leader, Mr. T. W. 


Padgett addressed a.letterto the “ Daily News," in the course 
of which he wrote :— 


Tf the condition of Mr. William Archer's mind in respect 
to a future state be as indicated in his article of the 4th inst., 
one can but wonder where his eyes and ears have been during 
the past quarter of a century. He states: "The evidences that 
point towards it [a future state] are as yet trivial and baffling.” 
Would Sir W. Crookes, Sir O. Lodge, Sir W. F. Barrett, Dr. 
Russel Wallace, Professor Richet, Professor Lombroso, and a 
host of other eminent men have accepted evidence as con- 
elusive and satisfying which is but "trivial and baffling” 
Before Mr. Archer's article appeared it was inconceivable, I 
think, that; he could: have held such an opinion of these eminent 
scientists. Only after the most careful and cautious investiga- 
tion, and under conditions imposed by themselves, such as only 
men of seientifie training probably could or would have imposed, 
would they have ventured to publish to the world, at the risk 
of their reputations, that they are believers in man's continuity 
of existence after ‘so-called death. Any man who, in the 
light of to-day, speaks doubtingly and lightly of the evidence 
now accumulated as to man’s survival of death, demonstrates 
conclusively that he is behind the times. 


SURELY it is not so much the stinted fare, the humble 
tenement, as the enforced ugliness of life, that is the bitter 
re of poverty. Only give us beauty and the humblest life 
is tolerable,—Coris McArrrN in “ Hermaia.” 

Tue Tunors or Bravry.—Wilberforce tells of a naturalist 
who took the chrysalis of one of the most brilliant Oriental 
re or ШМ, and, when he thought the insect was 
ready to emerge, slit open its casing and helped it; but it came 
out colourless; and every time he repeated tlie experiment the 
same thing happened. He came to the conclusion that by 
some segret process the struggle of the insect to free itself 
released certain juices or acids, which gave the brilliant hues it 

Wilberforce suggests that the analogy lies in 
the struggle of the soul toward perfection.— Life in the 
Physical and Spiritual Worlds,” by Rey. W, Hexpv Cock, 


THE VISIONS OF LEON. SONREL 


Tue Troe Version ор А Wan PROPHECY 


In the " Annales Psychiques " (Ang.-Sept-Oct 


158110), the 
Tardien's 
experiences in connection with prophecies made to him by a 
personal friend, M. Léon Sonrel 


editor (М, О, de Vesme) gives a full account of Dr 


The report written by Dr 
Tardieu himself, signed and dated June 8га, 1914, 
given to Professor Richet, and then handed to the edit 
°“ Annales " on June 18th, 1914 


was first 


or of the 


The greater part of the predictions referred to events in the 
life of Dr. Tardieu, and to the Fran 
1871. These, the doctor affirms, 


o-Prussian war of 1870- 
were fulfilled in detail 
Among these predictions M, Léon Sonrel foretold his 


own 
death " in three days ' 


; he died, in fact, after three days’ illness 
A few sentences ‘Dr. Tardieu believed t 


» refer to some 
subsequent war He wrote (June 3rd, 1914) 


“I have been 
expecting for two years the fulfilment of the following pre- 
diction.” He gives his reason for this expectation and then 
quotes the predietion, which runs thus 


" Ah, my God, my eountry is lost; France is dead 


What a disaster!" Léon wept for a few moments ; he was silent; 
[ listened silently. Then suddenly raising his eyes and his 
arms to heaven, like one inspired, in a way I shall never forget, 


he cried, “ Ah! She is saved! She extends as far as to the 
Rhine О France, О my beloved country, I see thee 
triumphant; thou art the Queen of nations 


thy genius 
shines forth in the Universe 


Allthe world admires thee.” 
In reply to an inquiry on the part of M. de Vesme, the 
doctor adds (August 12th, 1914) 


My friend Léon did not name the year, but general events 
in his predictions) have occurred co-incidentally with events 
concerning myself. Well, private events concerning myself 
which have been uncertain for two years, became certain last 
April or May. Sinee last May my friends know that I have 
told them of an imminent war, before September, and. this was 
based on the co-incidence with personal events, which I do not 
eare to mention. 


It will be obvious from this that the account printed in the 
“Globe” (quoted in LicHr of March 15th, 1915), 


і was 


erroneous in several particulars. It claims to give a report « f 
what Dr. Tardieu said (December 13th, 1913) at a medical 
conference in Brussels. M. de Vesme refers to this, and 
points out that the narrator's memory had evidently played 
him false, as his account “ bristles with errors,” some of them 
of а kind which could not possibly have been made by Dr. 
Tardieu. 

One of the big errors is a statement that M. Léon Sonrel 
had predicted that the French would retake Alsace-Lorraine 
and be in Berlin in 1915. 

The carefully written document which Dr. Tardieu sent to 
Professor Richet contains no such statement 

The prediction is much more vague, but it has this value 
it bears-on it the stamp of truth, and gives the impression of 
being conscientiously recorded. Moreover, it was written and 
handed over nearly two months before the outbreak of war 


Н. A. Dartas 


Іх our notice on p. 48 of “ Ajax’s” pamplilet, " How Dare 
They?" we denied the responsibility of either Matthew or 
Luke for the promise, "Yet not a hair of your head shall 
perish,” and the statement, “This man has received the just 
reward of his deeds.” We were misled as regards the promise 
by our inability to find it indexed by Cruden under " Hair.” As 
Messrs. Miall, the publishers of the pamphlet, point out, it 
occurs in Luke xxi. 18. As to the statement, they plead that 
though it should not have been placed in quotation marks, it is 
in effect correct, and refer us to Luke xxiii. 41, where one of 
the bandits (for that is how they are really described) crucified 
with Jesus rebukes the other, reminding him that “we receive 
the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing 
amiss.” But this statement does not (as " Ajax” seems to 
think) imply either a confession of a career of moral villainy, of 
which the speaker was repenting at the last moment, or a re- 
cognition of the moral right of the Roman law to inflict & 
fiendishly cruel punishment, but only that he and his com- 
panion had (like the released Barabbas) been guilty of sedition, 
the crime of which crucifixion was the recognised penalty, and 
that Jesus had not, 
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SIDELIGHTS. 


A second edition of “ Words from Within the Veil,” by 
І, V. Н. Witley, makes a timely appearance, The work has 
already been reviewed in these pages, so that it is not necessary 
to say more here than that for many it will carry a message of 
deep consolation. Its tone is mainly intimate and domestic, 
but none the less it contains passages of fine literary quality 
and is enriched by some strikingly apposite quotations from 
the poets. It is published by L. N. Fowler and Co. at 1s, net, 


With its issue of January Ist, the " Harbinger of Light” 
(Melbourne) entered on its forty-sixth year of publication. The 
journal, it is pleasant to learn, has not only been able to hold 
its own, but even to make headway in spite of the ravages of 
drought and the dislocation of industry caused by the war. 
Our readers, we feel assured, will join with us in congratulations 
to the editor of the “Harbinger” and his associates on so 
gratifying а result. 


The February number of the “ Occult Review” (W, Rider 
& Son, 7d. net) contains a trenchant paper on “ Christian 
Science” by Arthur Lovell, which concludes by stating that “The 
human mind сап no more deny the existence of disease than 
the existence of health, for both are manifestations of the 
eternal law of God. What must be done, therefore, in all 
diseases is to increase the vitality of the sufferer as quickly as 
possible, by imparting energy, as the records show was the 
practice of Jesus, Christ.” The editor's interesting “Notes " 
are concerned with “communications from the other side” 
(received through the medinmship of J.J. Morse and others) 
and " Astrology and the War.” Mr, W. J, Colville contributes 
an article on " Apollonius of Tyana,” and Gerald Arundel, 
under "The Adventures of a Thouglit-Reader," gives some 
striking instances of Mr. Alfred Capper's powers as a thought- 
reader, 


VISIONS OF THE WAR—AND 


PEACE, 


Quite apart from prophecies of a specially psychic or occult 
nature, there were not wanting forecasts of the great war in 
the literature of preceding years. A striking instance is seen 
in the poems of Dr. William Sharpe, whose name will be known 
to many of our readers as the writer of " The Dual Image " and 
"The Conqueror's Dream.” Dr. Sharpe, who is a retired army 
surgeon, and has spent many years in India and Canada, now 
resides in Ireland 

In " Humanity and the Man," written some sixteen years 
ago, Dr. Sharpe drew a vivid picture of the coming world-conflict, 
the result of agencies that sought 

To sap the base of Civilisation's tower 
And with it hurl from ita high pinnacle, 
So hardly raised, Humanity itself 
After depicting the tumult and chaos, the wild commotion 
of 
nations met 
In conflict fierce to drain the cup of wrath 
The measure-fall by grasping Mammon brewed, 
the poet proceeds to tell “ how the conquering sons of mighty 
Albion " achieved their destiny 

It waa theirs in company with their kindred race on the 
American continent to bring about the realisation of that old 
dream of the world —human brotherhood 

In " The Conqneror’s Dream 
workd-war : 


forth —a 


a like vision ія set 


Ко dreadful was the noise and turmoil that 

It seemed ла if the end of things had come, 
And ancient night with chaos reigned once more 
Then all again grew still, in silence hushed 

And in the Kast there dawned, uprising slow, 

A тову blush, а tinge of golden light, 

The herald sure of n more glorious morn, 

A time of peace 


Again, in “The Dual Image," Dr 
prophoay of a mighty catastrophe due to ' 


Sharpe is moved to 
the ‘whelming force 
of evil will and thought," but he finds in the great (imagined) 
[Шү 
that it is "a drastic medicine for a dire disease.’ 


aa others have found since it actually came проп us 


Охи of the puxzlos of life is that so many admirable men 
and women do not know how to even look amiable, whilst so 
many rascals are adopta at appearing frank and benevolent! 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 

The Editor is not responsible for the opinions expressed by corres 
spondents and frequently publishes what he does not agree with 
for the purpose of presenting views which may elicit discussion, 
In every case the letter must be accompanied by the writers 
name and address, not necessarily for publication, but as а 
guarantee of good faith. 


Created Gods, 


Sin,—A little book has reached me entitled “ The Higher 
Grecian Wisdom,” With your permission I quote from it for 
the benefit of your correspondent, “H. Н. M." (Ілонт, page 
56):— 

“From God came forth beings as naturally and as logically 
as rays come from the sun, The first manifestation of the One God 
is the three, a Triad of Trinity. The Third Logos or Creative 
Mind is the Demiurgos, 7.e,, the architect of the manifested 
universe, From each of the three Logos came forth the choirs 
and hierarchies of the Gods, The Gods bring the Supreme 
near to us," &c.—Yours, &e., 

E. P. PRENTICE. 
Sutton. 


D. D. Home, 


&in,—1 am indebted to Dr. Fisher for his letter. We have 
got one step further in our inquiry. D. D. Home, it appears, 
was born ina house outside of Edinburgh on the road to Porto- 
bello. But what house? My object in ascertaining this is to 
get a plate put up identifying it. Ithink this is due to D. D. 
Home's memory, so that іп all time to come Scotland may 
claim this remarkable man and be able to point to his birth- 
place, We know where Robert Burns, David Livingstone, and 
many other notable Scotsmen were born. Why should we not 
know the exact birthplace of D. D. Home ? 

By the way, assuming that precise knowledge can be com- 
municated from the unseen world, it would be interesting to 
ascertain from that source where D. D. Home was born. ls 
this beyond the range of psychical inquiry ? 

I have a fair idea of Home's parentage. He was connected 
on his father's side with one of the oldest and noblest families 
in Scotland. His mother (who had the gift of “ second sight”) 
was a McNeil, and therefore belonged to one of the oldest 
clans in Scotland. 

With regard to the fountain in the Canongate we have not 
made much progress. I knew the old minister of the Canon- 
gate parish, and it seems to me unlikely that he would have 
erected it at his own personal cost, 

Still, there the fountain stands, It might have cost 
between £50 and £100. It bears the simple inscription, 
“D, D. Home. Born 1833; died 1886." No further informa- 
tion is given regarding him, and so the questions remain 
who erected it ^ why was it placed there ?—Yours, &c., 

STANLEY GORDON, 


viZ, 


Edinburgh. 
February 5th, 1916. 


Dr. Crawford's Experiments. 
Sin,—Your readers may be variously impressed by the 
response to my appeal regarding Dr. Crawford's experiments. 
The two essential points not previously clear enough to all 
students of them were that they should be conducted in light 
sufficient for the medium to be all the time visible, and under 
continuous competent observation during the progress of 
mediumistic phenomena 

May I say to Dr. Crawford that unwittingly he is hardly 
fair to the distinguished contributors whose criticism I volun- 
tarily voiced, wholly without their conturrence or knowledge 
As а matter of fact, only one of them has even now a single 
datum, so far as I know, for recognition of himself in this 
correspondence, Through two letters, of which only one was 
addressed to me, L became aware of the influential doubts that 
existed, and because of my own appreciation of these investiga- 
tions it seemed that truth and Dr. Crawford might at once be 
sorved by bringing those inimical elements into an open ques- 
tion. There is a Harmonial maxim to the effect that whatever 
fears investigation thus manifests unexposed error; and as in 
Crawford would rather invite criticism than fear 
it, the sooner the subject were dealt wiih openly the better, 
conformably to thespiritof last week's excellent Editorial Notes 

I have not been a party toany anonymous criticism. The 
initiala of a writer's actual name cannot be taken as a mask of 
anonymity when their disclosure of identity is not at all 
limited to the Editor ! 
so slight 


my view Dr 


Initials seem to me enough for a service 
and for the printer, — Yours, &c., 
WB P 
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Programme of Meetings for the Coming Week. 


TUESDAY, February 29th, at 3 p.m.— 
Members Free; Associates and Friends, 18. cach. 


' Seance for Clairvoyant Descriptions Mns. BRITTAIN 
of Hanley). 


NO admission after 3 o'clock 


THURSDAY, March 2nd, at 5 p.m.— 
Admission 1s ; Menbers and Associates Free. 
Psychic Class... ... Mr. W. J. VANSTONE. 
Lecture on “ Auric Lights and Phosphorescence.” 
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Talks with a Spirit Control Mes. M. Н. WALLIS 
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The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd., 
Will hold SUNDAY EVENING MEETINGS at 6.30 o'clock at 
717, NEW OXFORD STREET, W.C. 
(Close to Tottenham Court-road Tube Station). 
SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, 
MRS. MARY INKPEN, 
Short Address and Clairvoyance. 
March 5th—Mr. Percy R. Street, Address. 


Admission Free. Collection. Inquirers cordially invited. Doors open 
at 6 p.m. No admission after 6.40 p.m. 
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THE BRIDGE OF DEATH. 
Some Thoughts for the Bereaved. 


By H. A. DALLAS. 
21 pages, 14d. post free or 1s. 2d. per dozen post free. 
OFFICE OF “LIGHT,” 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, 


“IF A SOLDIER DIE SHALL HE LIVE AGAIN? ” 
By J. HEWAT McKENZIE. 


The latest evidence of Psychic Science on Death and 
the Mereafter, 


Price 2id post free, or 2/3 per dozen post free. 
OFFICE OF “LIGHT,” 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C. 
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THE 


SURVIVAL OF MAN. 


By SIR OLIVER LODGE, F.R.S. 


The autbor gives an account of some of his own investiga- 
tions into matters connected with psychical research during 
the last quarter of a century. The largest section of the 
book treats of automatic writing, trance speech, and other 
instances of temporary clairvoyant lucidity, for in this de- 
partment of the subject he considers that the most direct 
evidence for continued personal existence and posthumous 
activity will be found. The present book is intended to 
show that telepathic communication may come through 
from the other side, and that this view is entitled to critical 
and careful consideration. 


Cloth, 239 pages, 1/2} net post free. 
OFFICE OF * LIGHT," 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, 


THROUGH THE MISTS, 
Or Leaves from the Autobiography of a Soul in Paradise. 
Recorded for the Authcr by Robert Jas. Lees. 


A Spirit's story of how men err in 
their conception of the Life Beyond. 


FIFTH EDITION. 
Handsome binding, blue and gold, 385 pages, 3s. rod. post free. 
OFFICE OF * LIGHT," 110, ST MARTIN’S LANE, ҮС, 


W.C. 


ON THE SIDE OF THE ANGELS 
The Story of the Angels at Mons. 


Including Cases of Appearance after Death, 
By HAROLD BEGBIE, 


ls. 2d. post free. 
' 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, 


126 pages 
OFFICE OF “LIGHT, 


ACROSS THE BARRIER 


By Н. A. DALLAS. 
A Record of True Psychic Experiences. 
With an Additional Chapter by Н. В. MARRIOTT WATSON. 
“A valuable addition to the rapidly accumulating experimental 
evidence of the soul's survival of bodily death,"—T7'Àe Christian 
Commonwealth. 
*An interesting and readable contribution to the literature of 
Psychical Research.”—Zhe Scotsman. 


W.C. 


Cloth, 212 pages, 3/10 net post free. 
To order fron — 


OFFIOE OF "LIGHT." 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.O. 


DR. ALFRED RUSSEL WALLACE, 0.M.,0.C.L.,F. R. 8 „ 


Writes : 


Of the more serious books dealing with the ethics and "ena o 
Spiritualism I will only direct the readers’ attention to two :— 


‘Spirit Teachings,’ by W. Stainton Moses, M.A., and 
'Psyehie Philosophy as the Foundation of a Religion 
of Natural Law,’ by V. C. Desertis. 


To such who wish to obtain some knowledge of the higher aspects 
of Modern Spiritualism I strongly recommend these two works. 


‘SPIRIT TEACHINGS,’ 3/11, post free. 
‘PSYCHIC PHILOSOPHY,’ 3/1, Е. 
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THE RISCA SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPH 


By Rev, Сила la DwERDALE, Vicar OF Warsvon 


The following partieulars, obtained by me with consider 
ditlieulty, may interest the readers of Lion 
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LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE 


A meeting of the Members and Associates of tho Alliang 
will bo held in the Saton or THE Rovar Хосівтү or ТТ 
аттата, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall East, S.W, (near tho Natio 
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THURSDAY EVENING, MARCH Gry 
When AN QINEN ny 
MR ANGUS McARTHUR 


ENTITLED 


SCIENCE IN 


ADDRESS wn n 


‘PSYCHIC PARLIAMENT," 


The doors will be opened at 7 o'clock, and the moeting w 


commence punetually at 7.30 


Admission by ticket only Two course tickets are sent 
the beginning of the season to each Member, and one t 

Associate, Other friends desiring to attend any of tl 
tures oan obtain tickets by applying to Mr, F, W., Sout! 
St. Martin’sJane, М.С 


remittance of 1s, for each ticket 


accompanying the ipp at 


The programme of the remaining Thursday evening A 
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A 13th.—" Spiritualism in the Balkans," by Count CI 
M 
May llth.—" Our SWF After Death, as Declared and Den 
strated by the Christ, } 1 
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PSYCHIC CLASS BY MR. W 
VANSTONE 


february 26, 1916.) 


THE SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION OF 
PHYSICAL PHENOMENA, 


Norms or Some Recent EXPERIMENT 
By W. J. Cnawronp, D.S 


XXX.—Tur Psvente Puri 


It often happens that observations of the most elementary 
nature give us information of the highest importance 
vestigations where little has been done and much remains to be 
accomplished, In this article I am going to describe an exp 
ment which, although of a very simple charactér, is of 1 
yalue in adding a measure of confirmation to experiment 
оеду done and in satisfying the mind to some extent ab 


one particularly puzzling movement, the psychic pull 


Ruperiment 47. 
When the séance table stands on the floor within the 
the spirit operators can рий it along the floor right up to the 
body of the medium. How is this done 
Medium here 


M N 


Tho diagram gives the position of the table with referer 


to the medium. MN represents its long edg R 
Кз at the top runs the framework, about Sin. deep (not show: 
The table was placed within the circle on the floor, so that it 
last MN was parallel to the front of the lium's ! 
With the nearest edge about 2ft. distant f wr. Is 
tehind the table, directly opposite her 

Tsd to the operators : “Please | € з 
шейш” I slightly held the edge nearest Th vas 


immediately pulled in towards the medium, but it 
mith the ейде MN parallel to her body. As it bem 


WC N got ahead, and consequently the motion was 
More Or less eornerwise one. I said to 0 rembers of t 


ае: "Jt looks as though the leg (а 
ф with the movement. Let us see if 

iu the other corner (M).^ No sooner ha 
thecperators pulled it towards the medium with the ‹ 
Projecting and the table tending to turn about that соп I 
Sxl to the operators: “Have you a rod projecting round onc 
sibe legs, and do you pull the 

Answer, vehemently, " No." 1 
ale in to the medium so that 
te ber body, and so that the t: 
with one kg in advance of the 
aded than the table was pulled in as 
MN parallel to ber body during the 
delalî а dozen times, so that I might 
X The table could be pulled right u 
im contact with her, or the forward mot 
uy instant or at any desired place г 
me dew that the table could be drawn 
medium im such a way that it was difficult t: 
im the mature of a slightly Sexible rod геч ind 
fend the members of the circle, including the med 
Мера to ask questions of the operators and i 
was dome. We asked її а grip was taken behi 
They anewered, “No.” We exhausted all the 
think of for applying a direct pall round any 
mulerm reply was,” Хо” They saxi the с _ 2 
тайт mene of the dade At last I asked: "ls the tale 
E um by a suction effect 57 There were immediately U 
hund and almost joyous raps in the afirmative. 
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F. W. South, Office of 116нт, to whcm Chequcs ard Postal Orders 
should be made payable. 


Fubroipticn Rates.—L-cut may be Lad free by yost on the following 
terms :— Twelve months, 10s. 10d. ; six months, 5s. 5d. Payments 
must be made in advarce. To United States, 2col. 7с. To Fiance, 
Italy, &c., 15 francs 86 centimes, 
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APPLICATIONS by Members and Asscciates of the London Spirit- 
ualist Alliance, Ltd., for the loan of books from the Alliance 
Library should be addressed to the Librarian, Mr. B. D. Godfrey, 
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PLAIN LANGUAGE FROM DR. HYSLOP. 


We have always held that all investigations into the 
nature of the next stage of human life must take account 
not only of Science but of Religion, using both terms in 
their larger meanings ; the Idealist must be consulted as 
well as the Realist. Only thus can we gain a conception 
that shall be definite and consistent. It is when one of 
the two attempts to lay down the law for the other that 
we get bickerings and disputes that threaten to be 
interminable. — The scientist coldly that the 


to be unprofitable 


remarks 
doctrines of his religious friend appear 
vapourings with no scientific meaning. The religionist, 
with emotional warmth, rejoins angrily that the psychical 
researches of his learned brother amount to grovellings in 
the mud and mire of things and to degradation of the 
soul. Now these reproaches are to a certain extent justi- 
fied when they result from the incursions of one school into 


' should 


psychical 


thi departinent of the other. ^ Live and let live 


be the motto of each. In this question of 
research we instinctively prefer the dictum of the science 
profesor to that of the ploughman where the question is 
опе of science, just as we would prefer to quote the plough 
min if the subject related to the intuitions and the 
ploughman were a poet and the scientist were not. 

reading a breezy 
Evolution and the Other World,” by 


Н. Hyslop, in the December 


We were led into these reflections by 
article, Dr. James 
Journal of the 


In thi 
Dr. Hyslop replies to a paper by Mr. Paul Elmore More 


issue of the 
American Society for Psychical Research. article 
on the same subject in the " Harvard Theological Review." 
It would seem that the " Review," having discovered the 
existence and importance of Psychical Research, has found 
it necessary to sit up and take notice of it, the result being 
such a display of ignorance and ineptitude that Dr. Hyslop 
has to use the whip freely. 

The article is too long to review in anything like com- 
pleteness, but Dr. Hy lop, while we cannot endorse all his 
remarks, says many good things that well justify quotation. 

Mr. More, it seems, while sneering at the work and 
methods of Psychical Research, admits his belief in tele 
pathy and telekinesis, and is reminded by Dr. Hyslop that 


The evidence for telepathy is very small compared with that 
for the existence of spirits and of communication with them, 
and the evidence for telekinesis is not one thousandth as good 
communication But it is [x 
a thou 
because it is 


or ав strong as that for spirit 
fectly respectable to believe 
sandfold as great as communication with spirit 


in these things—mirack 


surmised that they either do away with spirits or do not ir 
volve any credulity to believe in them. 


We pause here to remark the strange paradox 


whereas Mr. P. E. More (who writes as the champior 
Religion and Poetry) opposes, Dr. Hyslop, the practic 
scientist, champions the reality of a spirit world and spirit 
beings! "The world is being turned upside down by oth: 

things than a world-war. 

Thereafter the doughty doctor gets to grips with his 
adversary and says some plain things in a plain way : 

The fundamental weakness of men like Mr. More . . . an 
myriads of others is that they pre-empt the kind of futur 
world in which they will believe. They want something like a 
Platonic Symposium for their happiness, or they pretend t 
though their real enjoyments are usually a cocktail and a cigar 
The kind of future life they expect or demand is about as bad 
as the desire for harps and golden streets. . . . Psychic re- 
searchers are not primarily seeking what they would like. They 
are seeking facts and take Nature as the astronomer does. 
It is not the business of sane people to form « priori ideas oi 
what Nature gives or should give, but to adjust themselves to 
what she does give. Any other course only fits a man fora 
college or a madhouse. 

Dr. Hyslop is severe on prejtidices and intellectu 
snobbery in science : 

Professor James somewhere well said that a true scientifi 
man would work in a dunghill to settle his problem, especially 
if that is the only place to find his facts. 

Mr. More somewhat inanely contrasts the works of 
Plato with the literature of the Society for Psychic 
And 
Hyslop (on the true lines of military strategy) abandons 
defence for attack. 


remarks, was simply metempsychosis, a doctrine practically 


Research. in the warmth of his indignation Dr 


Plato’s doctrine of immortality, he 


the same as the conservation of energy and carrying ш 


implication of the continuance of personal identity. i: 
sane scientific man would waste a breath on him except for 
Even the Middle 


Ages abandoned Plato as hopeless for any rational convi 


intellectual discipline and amusement.” 


tions on the subject of human survival. 


Here we have the voice of Realism disputing wit! 


Ideality and not fully cognisant of the Idealist's position. 


But Mr. More deserves it. He should not have cited Plato 


ina discussion of the facts of Psychical Research. Plato 
has nothing to do with the case. 

Elsewhere Mr. More blunders by allusions to the folly 
and ignorance sometimes apparent in psychic messages апі 
the attempts to defend these by reference to the difficulties 


of communication. This time he delivers himself fairly 


into the hands of his opponent : 


There would not be the slightest evidence for triviality аш 
confusion which so offends our critic were it not for perfectly 
manifest evidence of difficulty on any theory whatever, Үй 
cannot ridicule the material for its “ demonic confusion ” witl 
out admitting this evidence, It is only a question as to whether 
you have any evidence for supernormal knowledge at all and 
for the personal identity of the discarnate. If you have thes 
you have evidence for the existence of spirits, and the con- 
fusion in the messages is not evidence for their confusion of 
mind independently of the time and process of communicating 
. . The overwhelming evidence of difficulties in the motor and 
sensory processes associated with the phenomena proves that 
there are difficulties somewhere, whether you put them in the 
spirit or in the organism of the medium, You cannot escapi 
this dilemma except by ceasing to condemn the contents of thi 
real or alleged messages. Only unintelligent people would fail 


to see this, 


Mr. More is convicted by his own admission of haying 
practically no acquaintance with the subject on which he 


dogmatises so freely. He makes the old enqui y as to why 


there is so little ~ real information” about the condition 


of the life beyond. (This always strike us as а quant 


criticism when it comes from a theologian who, being 


unable to furnish “real information” himself, 


wake 
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sarcastic over the smallness of the knowledge gained by 
those who undertake the work he was unable to perform.) 

Mr. More is reminded that first things should come 
first. about the conditions 
under which world takes 
place before one can demand any information whatever 
about such a world. 

Justifying the old jibe about the readiness of the lay- 
man to advise the expert, Mr. More offers a conjecture. 
May not the " haphazard and insignificant communications 
that reach the mind in the trance state” be the result of 
“uncontrolled and unassimilated influences” from a Cosmic 
Soul or World Soul ? 

"Stuff and nonsense” is (in effect) Dr. Hyslop's ver- 
dict on this as a theory excluding communication with 
spirits. Dr. Hodgson, he remarks, considered the same 
theory and found it "quite identical in its implications 
with any other so-called 


adds :— 


A cosmic reservoir which is the depository of human memo- 
ries that may filter back to the living, is only the same stream 
in the absolute that it always was, and you have spirits . . only 
in different words. If a man thinks he gets rid of spirits by 
playing on words, he is badly mistaken. 


One must know something 


communication with another 


spiritistic hypothesis,” and he 


Let us say in conclusion that we are glad to have 
Dr. Hyslop's comment on this theory of a World Soul. 1+ 
confirms the attitude we had already taken up on the 
subject. 
latest device to avoid the idea of individual spirit exist- 
ence. That the two ideas of a Universal Spirit and indi- 
vidual spirits are quite consistent with (and even comple- 
mentary to) each other is obvious from a study of the 
world in which we now live. 
thethings that some people never appear to discover. 


It has been very much in the air of late—the 


But the obvious things are 


THE PSYCHIC TELEGRAPH. 


Mr. Н. Withall writes :— 


Regarding the cryptogram out of which you construct the 
names "Gledstanes" and “Plotinus,” you correctly state that 
Mr. Gledstanes was associated with the Rev. W. Stainton 
Moses Ç M.A., Oxon. ”) in the photographic experience to which 
you refer. On looking up various documents connected with 
this remarkable event, which took place on January 31st, 1875, I 
fnd that the spirit guide whose form appeared on a plate in 
addition to the double of “ M.A., Oxon.” (on another plate), was 
that of “Prudens.” So far, I have been unable to ascertain 
whether “ Prudens" is identical with Plotinus. All we сап 
say at present is that Plotinus was certainly the name given by 
one of the guides of “ M.A. (Oxon.).” But I really cannot see 
Why it should be easier to get the information from the 
“World-Soul” than from “M.A. (Oxon.) " himself ! 


We have received the following letter from Mr. A. V. 
Peters :— 


The messages published by Mr. David Wilson in Liam of 
February 5th are most remarkable. I think if any demonstra- 
"tion were needed by the sceptic that we are in touch with the 
spirit world itis afforded by these messages, for they include 
answers to mental questions that I have asked the spirit people 
f. Take the part relating to myself as given under the 
letter ©. I fully understand the reference to the dates October, 
1916, and March, 1917, though I do not quite recognise the 
Russian names that follow, because one knows one's Russian 
friends by the father's name as well as the first name; I did 
have a friend Vera in Moscow but did not know her family 
name. The rest of the message is a little involved. The word 
‘alana, I suppose, means knee, and “ barin " is master. “К” 
is the initial of a spirit friend. A. N. and XX represent some- 
thing of a very private character. The messages appear to me 
still to be fragmentary, as they contain much in them that is 
of the nature of hints, but hints of the greatest value to me 
and referring to things that are only known to myself. 


"l'wERE all as good to ease one breast of grief, 
As sit and watch the sorrows of the world. 


—Sir EDWIN ARNOLD. 
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THE TRUE EXPLANATION 


ANGELS AT MONS. 


OF THE 


By THE Rev. A. J. WALDRON. 


An Address delivered to the Mem! ers, Associates, anc 
of the London Spiritualist Alliance on Thursday evenin 
February 17th, 1916, at the Salon of the | 
British Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall, Mr. Henry Withall, 
acting President, in the chair. і 


Royal Society 


THE CHAIRMAN, in the course of his introductory remarks, 
said : " When we try to bring a friend to the same conviction as 
we hold ourselves, and speak to him of our most cherished ex- 


perience which has been of great evidential value to us, h 


often do we see on his face a look which seems to ind te that 


he is very sorry for us—that he suspects there is 'a tile 
And he 


instances which we feel 


loose’! when in our enthusiasm we give him further 


nust bring the truth home to him, the 
Instead 


of having only one tile loose, he is now convinced that we have 


result is sometimes to make matters worse than be 


several !” 

Unless we believed in the possibility of a thing we could 
not accept any evidence whatever, and this fact was constantly 
apparent in many other things besides our own subject. As 
regarded the visions at Mons, there was an immense variety of 
opinion. A good many people did not believe in the possi- 


bility of such visions, but others, brought up with the idea that 


such things had hay pened in olden times, thought the stories 
from Mons might be true, and that as we were in the right in 
the war, there was something to be said for the of special 


intervention on our behalf on the part of Providence—altho 


it should not be forgotten that people in Germany had exactly 


the same convictions. They believed they were in the right 
The 
believed that if Providence intervened it always intervened on 
the side of Mr. Withall 


Mons car 


and that Providence would help t/ majority of people 


the biggest battalions. Continuing, 


The question of the reality of the visions at 


:1 
вала : 


be decided only by such peo] 
us the 


therefore to 


thing of telepathy and clairvoyance, and 


only question is one of ev dence. Our lecturer to-night is one 
who has had the opportunity of getting first-hand evidence, 
and that is a very difficult thing. At Ілснт office we have had 
a creat number of visitors in connection with this subject of 
the visions, but we have had very htt f what could be called 


first-hand evidence." 


Mr. WALDRON (who wore the uniform of an Army Chaplain) 


then addressed the meeting. He began by referring to 
the strangeness of his position in standing on the platform of 
the London Spiritualist Alliance in view of the fact that he had 
originally been a determined opponent of their subject. He 


commenced with the belief that psychic phenomena emanated 


from the devil. Later he inclined to the view that it could be 
all explained by illusion, delusion or hallucination. Eventually, 
finding there was a residuum which could not be thus explained, 
he adopted the view that although this had a psychie explana- 
tion it had nothing to do with the action of discarnate spirits 
His position had been like that of Dr. Hodgson, who thought 
he eould explain everything until he came to meet that remark- 
able woman, Mrs. Piper, in New York. It would be remembered 
that after that Dr. Hodgson eame to the conclusion (a few 
years before his death) that there was something which could 
not be explained unless we adopted the idea of real communica- 
which he 


tion from the other side. That was the conclusion 


(Mr. Waldron) had reached, although it was against all his 
prepossessions. 

with reference to 
took 


This war was the outcome of a philosophy which 


that 
the Germans believing in and relying on the Deity—he 


To one remark of the Chairman’s 
exception, 
ignored God, which proclaimed that the only thing that counted 
in the evolution of the race was to follow in the line of biological 
It blotted God out of the universe. It proclaimed 
1 It appealed to 


in its workings, in the direction of catas- 


necessity. 


the idea of a merciless struggle for existence 
natural law, which 


trophe for instance, destroyed the philanthropist as impartially 
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SANCTA 


JOHANNA. 


A VISION oF THE MAID OF ORLEANS, 


By К. Horse Hun tty. 


[Althongh the following account of an exalted experience is 
east in a literary and romantic form, its author claims it to be 
arecord of reality—in the higher sense of that word. The 
experience she supposes to have come to her as a result of 
wearing a medal of St. Jeanne obtained from Domrémy 

Tt was a Sunday that might have been consecrated to our 

' Lady of Sorrows, for the aisles of Westminster Abbey were 
r black with mourning worshippers who came to the altar steps 

to lay down their broken hearts in silent resignation. 

Steeped in genealogical memories—grey, but not even yet 
bowed down by generations of longevity, and saturated with 
loyalty and devotion to their deepest fundamental stone—the 
venerable arches seemed, with outstretched arms, to shelter and 
strengthen the vast congregation in its heroicgeffort of hushed 
surrender, Yet the assemblage did not include numerically 
tall the adoring souls who were actually congregated within 
these venerable walls. The mission of the great World Wai 

| was partially accomplished. Not only had the veil which 
separates the visible and invisible spheres been worn thin by 
the agonising throes of parted hearts that had dashed them 
wolves against it, but to a certain few among the worshippers 
that veil had been rent or altogether thrust aside. These, hi 
ever, Were quite in the minority. 

The majority of mourners were still those whose spirit eyes 
were blind to the vision, whose spirit ears were deaf to the ery 
ofthe departed ones who vainly strove to reach and comfort 
them. Faintly, though distinctly, my inner sense interpreted 
their cry. “Beloved ones,” it softly rang, " we would dispel 
your gloom. Open your inward eyes and see us still alive, You 
“will no longer weep as if we were in reality lying with our bodies 

in the grave! How, believing our Redeemer's joyous creed, can 
you thus deceive yourselves ?" Thus wailed the emancipated 
souls as they pressed closer and closer to the material cloud 
that intervened—full of intense desire to penetrate it 

A spirit-friend whom I had known on earth approached me 
She was one who had experienced a vision previous to her 
death through which she was offered the choice of avocation in 
the after-world. “ Give me,” she had replied, “ the privilege of 
being bearer to the Christ of the prayers of broken-hearted 
mothers.” This she had asked, having been heart-crushed her- 
self bya rebellious son. And now she wore a coronal of jewels, 
each gem the record of an answered prayer. They shone 
against her hair—not brilliantly, like hard-cut earth-grown 
diamorids, . but with the softened radiance of a glow-worm's 
living lamp. Smiling and indicating her crown, she would not 
linger long, well knowing I should understand. 

As our stately Liturgy proceeded there were times 
the physical atmosphere grew almost unbearably heavy wit! 
the half-suppressed sighs of those who neither saw nor heard 
beyond it. At such times the angels—of whom a host environed 
the sacred edifice—bent low their pitying eyes, and summon 
ing the doves that haunt the precincts, bade them collect 
those sad despairing sighs and bear them swiftly hence to th 
KOE feet—well knowing He alone could change such 
bs into throbs of joy. 
етеп as those gentle birds, ever respondent to the 
charge, soared crooning to the roof, I perceived winged 
of celestial rank lean from the chancel clerestory on 
Swords sheathed by their drooping wings. Like sentinels 
seemed to wait their Lord's behest. Next, all 
engendered by the service grew strangely dim, till finally 
he | 'в gorgeous tones, the sweet notes of the choristers, 
and voices of the officiating clergy, became the silent drama of 
mt scone. Then ensued a pause of quiet expectancy 
ing souls were hushed —all listened with the angels, 
the approach of some distinguished guest 
ly 1 became aware of the presence of a woman, who 
her stand facing the altar. She was instantly recog 
І meas St. Jeanne of Domrémy, the blessed Maid of 


when 


material 
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Orleans. A powerful personality, erect—as if still in possession 


of the plenitude of strength derived from her plebeian parentage 


she stood, and yet so inwardly ennobled by the regal touch of 


inspiration that she manifested a presence worthy of descent 


from kings. One hand she raised appealingly towards the 


athered round, with the other she grasped 


celestial audience 
the sacred Banner of France studded with the fleur-de-Lys. 


Then occurred а beauteous sight indeed. When St. Jeanne 
paused in her stately advance there sprang into being from the 
human dust beneath her feet some lordly lilies in perfect 
encircling her to the height of her knees, they swayed 


The pearly light of her pure aura 


flower ; 


inst them 


Caressingly ag 
was reflected from the glowing breast-plate that she wore, and 
though it was with manly strength she wielded her sacred 
banner, yet it was with womanly modesty that her eyes and 
voice were raised, 

Thus she addressed the listening angels 

Angelic guards of England, list to my behest! 1 bring a 
message to your country and to my English sisters which they 


imprisoned bodily—will find hard to hend. Note ye 
my words to these, and, when I cease to speak, transmit my 


meaning to their saddened hearts by ways best known to your 

wisdom | 
Sisters of England! From the forests of the Vosges I 

come, where dwell the beasts and birds that loved me when 


in earth-form, and that 1 Although I had as little 
could read that book of 


learning as the kine I led to pasture, I 
God, and found Him hidden ‘twixt those leaves— yen, it may be 
that | found Him oftener than ye who bind Him fast in Serip- 
From those dear woods I come to seek your 
pay my debt to England for the past. Behold, I 
your fort € 


love still 


Tu es эз» am “ЧК 


tural 


shores, 


= m. 


bring ye coals of fire in turn for those 
wing what they did. You 


not kn 


* 
Ua mm 


upon my martyred head, 
George for generals; they are 


England has St. Michael and St й 

not myths, as many of you think anders 
the White Chivalry of Christ! Sisters, 1а ye when your 
knights win honours in their names, bid them to know that 
these blest heroes 

Although I led the host of Franci inst you Fı h in 
the past, my hands are elean from shedd І l of yours, f 
mv wounds were 1 and never 

I hold it is for ın to slav law { W \ 
stays her hand to raise the faller 

My sisters, let your watehword | "Re í \ Y 
Destruetion to be dealt by man 

But more than all, I, Joan of Are, beseech ye sorrowing 
ones, blind not your darkened sight still darker by y te 
Raise nota mist with these to daze the slain who are al 
indeed ! 

Sisters, | bid ye cheer! O | orious as they are 
have frail and tend stem Do they not bend d sway 
Their pride is not to break ! 

It is the English rose that puts forth sturdy boughs round 
which they safely climb Su n is invincible Hail 

vetwixt them is the crown 


the nuptials of the lily and ther 
of victory wreathed ! 
of deelamation, the 


Then, uplifting her voice to higher tones 


blessed Maid exclaimed 
withheld not of thv best 


Hail, generou England ! who 
tl zh all unready! Thou shalt rear thy crest above the 
nations of all time for this thy deed. By thee is Europe freed 
and Anti-Christ shall perish in his crime ! 


speak ye comfortably to England, convince her 
ind God's white Eagle fr 


hing it 


Oh ar 
that in u 


northern 


ance m the 


with I 
her 


sky, warfare is accompl aim and 


triumph is divinely reassured 


She ceased, and as her clarion notes rang to the rafters and 
then died away, it iod that hundreds of the liberated souls 
caught up in chanted choruses these beatific words: “Sancta 
Johanna, ora pro nobis.’ 

Then the material curtain fell before my t, and [ grew 
once more cognisant of worship and the noble organ’s strain, 
and found myself joining the slow dispersing crowd My heart 
throbbed with pain for those returning desolate to their homes 
in helpless ignorance tesenting my impotence, 1 caught a 
grief-stricken stranger by the hand, and whispered earnestly 
" Sorrow no longer thus as one who has no hope Believe me, 


I perceived the loved one that you mourn—alive and waiting by 


* Joan never killed anyone or shed any blood with her own hand 
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Q od, and looked on me as if the truth dawned par It may be remarked here that Mr, Peters re ards } 
ti ke one in Gospel story who saw “trees walking, powers from an essentially rational standpoint One feels thos 
eo кта ng eve Thus I divined she needed now the in spite of the sensitive nature common to all psychic hot 
Maste hand to perfect her ht-cure, so loosed my own, nothing whatever of the neurotic or fanatic about him, He 
Turning away, a kindly angel followed me. “ Cheer thee believes in himself, without being an egotist., He hasa pi 
tho ving one," he said, “The dawn is rising, and found dislike for sham and hypocrisy, а keen sense of humor, 
n the ne noon-tide of the Lord all these shall ' hear ' and and common sense of a high order. His tastes arc catholic, he 
Do not commiserate them. Is it not wonderful that loves art in all its forms, and can talk intelligently and 
they should come here at all, so blinded as they are’ I tell thee, interestingly on a host of subjects, 
ironte their blessing than thy own. Remember what He D.N, G 
More blest are they who have not seen yet patiently 


THE MEDIUMSHIP OF MR.A. VOUT PETERS, 
NOTES or A BRIEF INTERVIEW 


\ Londoner by birth, Mr. Peters has travelled extensively, 


havit nent many years of his life on the Continent, where he 
1 а fluent acquaintance with several tongues. He 

vna t ving been interviewed in seven different languag 
Asked whether he found any advancement in the diffusion 
of psychic knowledge in this count y, he said: " The knowledge 
matters is not so widely spread as it might be, 
though I must admit there considerably less of the crass 


ignorance and stupidity which used to oppose me many years 


\ great deal will have to be done in the way of organisa- 


tion, In this country it is still difficult to obtain unprejudiced 


treatment from the Pre part from that section which deals 
with philosophy and occultism. On the Continent a séance 

id | eported without comment, and the readers left to 
form the pinions, Over here there is still some tendency 
to put it before newspaper те ders in a ridiculous light Probably 
it is our own fault | think we make Spiritualism too cheap.” 


In reply to a question he thus proceeded to amplify the last 


tatement Spiritualism has not sufficiently advanced with 
the time lhe presentation of the facts of spirit return is 
repeated time and again, but the teaching and philosophy that 
mid proceed from the facts are not sufficiently insisted проп, 
" үө а vague impression that man consists of 
nd that tucked away somewhere in that body is a 
thir ed pint ora soul If you can make one of those 
p the fact that he himself is the spirit, and that the 
М Hunet, he will have taken the 
I i pirit consciousness and all 
that { І 
Q { exi ence Mr. Peter aid he found 
the little texts w i oceurred in the course of his daily life were 
u nost pleasant and the most satisfactory He ha 
(frequent vanted a certain book o rare edition, and these 
| i nt to him, or facilities have been given for their 
And fhe it may be remarked that Mr. Peters, 
n the world of books are aa extensive as they 
wv containing many hundreds of 
In | nnection he related the following incident 
hort time іо be exact, it was my birthday, January 
At { t envious eyes on a complete set of Rowe's edition of 
shal ntaining Dr, Johnson's preface, in а bookshop 
1 did not f ed. 4 the price asked, so I dismissed 
i tter f | | 1 n nit when I had returned 
home, t i f my mother eame, and said she wished me 
7 t and buy that edition of Shakespeare aa a birthday 
t from he | | her the pri vas too high, and pointed 
mit heavily, and, moreover, the shop 
uld | be shut. She replied, “The price has now 
reduced M find the shop open, and the rain 
p before y ot there I did as I was directed, and 
lr ‹ he shop, which waa about to close, the rain 
pped 1 found the pri f my books had been greatly 
"y nd | hased the entire edition at one th of the 
\ ! ! LE Į LI 1 { 
Mr. Pi idod that ла much personal incidenta that 
h пан! | part lar] mein n they showed that 


Id be regarded as part of one's daily 


only approached 


SIDELIGHTS. 


The current " Psychic Magazine” (Paris) announces that 
M. André Durville, who has heen decorated for his war services, 
has just been married to Mile. Maria Heyd, 

We are struck by the note of sincerity in the first part of 
“As the Flower Grows," by Mabel Collins (‘Theosophical 
Publishing Society), It deals with a healing Presence, comfort 
ing and soothing the wounded on the battlefield, which Mi 
Collins has seen in psychic visions. As illustrating the spirit of 
Prussianism, she gives some interesting quotations from Pro- 
fessor Baumgarten, who obviously regards Christ's teaching as 
too feeble for modern conditions. The second part is an exposi- 
tion of the author's views on Theosophy, and an amplification 
of the ideas set forth in her previous book, " Light on the Path. 


In a little work on the mysterious " Archaic Sculpturings; 
dating perhaps two thousand years before Christ, found on the 
rocks of Dumfries and Galloway, the author, Mr. Ludovic 
Maclellan Mann, claims to have found a solution of the enigma 
which has hitherto baffled all investigators. His conjecture | 
that these curious carved rings and cups, apparently cut pro 
miscuously on the surface of the rocks, represent at certain 
moments of time during the year the position of the celestial 
bodies in relation to a central point of revolution, Straight 
lines drawn through essential points of the carvings converge 
when produced, to a common focus well beyond the field of the 
sculptures, and it is held that this holds good in so many cases 
tested that the circumstance cannot be ascribed to mer 
coincidence. Diagrams are given in illustration, and certainly 
they show that the theory is ingenious and to some extent 
plausible ; but further confirmation seems needed to give full 
assurance that the theory is not fanciful, "The book is pub 
lished at 2s. 6d. net by Messrs, William Hodge and Co., 17, 


Bank-street, Edinburgh. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


Dr. Crawford's Experiments. 


&in,—1 desire to add my testimony to the fact that Dr. W 
J, Crawford's séances are held in a light sufficiently strong to 
observe the whole of the proceedings, I have attended two 
of these séances and witnessed various physical phenomena, 
and I am certain there was no contact between the sitter 
(including the medium) and the table, and that the manifesta 
tions were all genuine exhibitions of spirit power. — Yours, & 

Horace LEAF 
February 15th, 1916. 


Ametliysts : A Reply. 


Bin,—In reply to " M. M.'s” inquiry on page 48 I believe 
that the experience of his daughter, to whose passion fi 
amethysts he makes reference, is not unusual. I presume thi 
tone in question is a true virgin stone, and if во, М. M." ha 
a good find, for, from the psychic point of view, only virgin 
stones are valuable. The study of stones from the psychi 
standpoint i| most fascinating When a virgin stone is wom 
by а sensitive and vibrates to the birth colour, it is an unfail 
ing and true health guide, £e, it proclaims actually the real 
state of the wearer. 

I may not elaborate hereon, so will conclude by saying that 
| know of a pure virgin turquoise ring, set in a thin gold 
band, and worn by a sensitive, which was picked up many year 
ago for about 278, and for which a dealer in precious stones 
offered £10, That man knew a good thing when he saw it. ! 
myself place its value at €20 Yours, &e., 

ALAN Fisngn, M.D 


" Ardagh,” 
Horfield Common West, 
Bristol 
Febrnary 20th, 1916 


